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We are excited to share the 2025-26 year with you and your students! Our

family newsletter has information about upcoming events, important dates, and

topics of interest for college families. We hope that you enjoy this issue - please

reach out if you have any questions or comments.

​​NOTES FROM DEAN DREW

As we approach the end of the semester, our students are working hard to get to

the finish line. They’re starting those final projects, continuing to study hard for

upcoming exams, and making more Fall memories with their friends at events! It’s

hard to think that we are less than two weeks away from Thanksgiving Break, and

then students will come back for the stretch through Finals Week. Your support

and encouragement during this time can make a tremendous difference—

checking in with your student with a text or phone call, a supportive message can

help them get to the end!

As we approach an exciting but stressful time of year, I want to remind you and our

students of the campus resources we have available to support them. We have

Student Academic Support Services continuing to offer content tutoring, academic

coaching and more for help to navigate classes, and Health & Counseling Services

to ensure students stay healthy and supported through the rest of the semester.

We still have events and opportunities for students to engage with our community

through upcoming athletic games, our upcoming Student Affairs Thanksgiving

Dinner on November 19, our Tree Lighting and President’s Christmas Dinner on

December 3, and much more!

 

If there’s anything that I can do to help support you and your student, know that

http://www.annamaria.edu/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=a7e69c7d-aaae-42d4-b104-cd6f0e6ca676


you can always reach out to me at 508-849-3305 and

dmelendez@annamaria.edu.

​As we head into the holiday seasons, I’m excited to see the continued community

support and cheer here at Anna Maria College!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Ecumenical Service,
Tree Lighting, and

​President's Christmas Dinner

Women's Basketball
Fundraising Gala

Click here to email Coach

Paulhus for more info!

 

mailto:dmelendez@annamaria.edu
mailto:mpaulhus@annamaria.edu


RECENT EVENTS

The Spring Career Fair

will be held on April 8, 2026!

The Fall Career Fair was held on

Wednesday, October 22. Mac the AMCAT and
more than 200 students visited the 75+
employers that tabled at the largest career fair
we’ve held at AMC.

The fair welcomed back valued partners such
as Advocates, Boston Mutual Life Insurance
Company, Devereux, the Office of
Congressman Jim McGovern, Polar Beverages,
Seven Hills, the WooSox, and Country Bank.
Worcester PD, Fire, and the Worcester County
Sheriff were among several public safety
departments in attendance. Additionally, several
AMC alumni were on hand representing their
current employers.

Hear more about Career

Services here!

Wellness Day was held on Tuesday, October 28. In addition to a day off from

classes, students appreciated the array of Wellness Day activities offered. Events
began with a late-night breakfast Monday night that served over 170 students.
The day featured wellness screenings, a climbing wall, cross stitch de-stressers,
and laughing yoga.

Other highlights included a nature walk and the Writing Center Mysteries.
Students used their investigative research skills to solve the murder of Cary
Underwood, a fictional vineyard owner who loved country music. Willow (as
Krypto the Super Dog) and Prof. Dowd. Krypto led 10 students on a very hilly hike
on the campus trails. See photos below!

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FCareer-services.m4a&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7Ce45c4b231a2844d4287308de220d9e9d%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638985639047201403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xuZUpWMibZAnVKiSlgR8eawhAi7qsMOkT32dH9lGRcI%3D&reserved=0


Wellness Day Photos:

Students receiving "selfie" portraits,
conquering the rock climbing wall, creating
charcuterie boards, and solving a Writing
Center mystery; Professor Dowd and
Willow (a.ka. Krypto); relaxing with therapy
dogs.

 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Athletics to launch competitive Dance and Cheer teams

for 2026-27 Academic Year

The Dance Team will be a highly visible group, performing at a variety of campus
events, athletic rallies, and community events. In addition to supporting the
AMCATS, the team plans to compete in regional and national dance
competitions, showcasing a wide range of styles including jazz, hip-hop, and
pom. The competitive Cheer program will focus on recruiting student-athletes
proficient in stunting, tumbling, and jumps, with routines designed for regional
and national competitions. The new team will also support Anna Maria's existing
sports programs by continuing to promote school spirit at campus events and



games.

Life in the First Year Lane: Field

Hockey, Fire Science, and Finding

Community at Anna Maria College

Life in the First Year Lane is a series
documenting the experiences of first-year
students at Anna Maria College as they begin
their college journeys. Dean of Students Drew
Melendez sat down with Fire Science major and
AMCAT Field Hockey and Ice Hockey student
athlete Alyse Mutti ’29 and Field Hockey Head
Coach Chris Pothier to talk about their Fall 2025
semester as they both kick-off their first year at
Anna Maria College.

Read more here!

A Junior's Student Athlete
Experience as Team Captain,

Psych Major & Intern

In a recent AMCAST episode, we
interviewed Psychology junior and
Women’s Basketball Captain Arianna
Gonzalez. Off the court, Arianna is
interning as a guidance counselor at her
high school alma mater, South High in
Worcester. She talks about her experience
at Anna Maria, her work as psychology
major, and offers a preview of the
upcoming season. Let’s hear it for #2,
Arianna Gonzalez.

Listen to the AMCAST

here!

RESIDENCE LIFE NOTES

Important Thanksgiving Break Information!

Residence Halls will close on Tuesday, November 25, 2025 at 5 p.m. and will
re-open on Sunday, November 30, 2025 at 10 a.m.  
  
We recognize that there will be a small handful of students that are seeking to
request to remain on campus for part of or all of the Thanksgiving Break due to
travel or other commitments. Any student requesting to stay on-campus over
the Thanksgiving Break must submit a Break Housing Request by Friday,
November 21, 2025, with a full explanation of their need to stay. You can find
the form here: https://annamaria.formstack.com/forms/breakhousingform
You will be notified within several days of submitting your request if you are
approved to stay on-campus.   

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.edu%2Flife-in-the-first-year-lane-field-hockey-fire-science-and-finding-community-at-anna-maria-college%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7C77c80a29f58a42a64b2008de18ab64c9%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638975322171266786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7F%2FLAn9kUmF%2FlKNbkIBETrGkpUuri98zwewY2PfnoH8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.edu%2Fthe-amcast-arianna-gonzalez%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7C0e7e22d98d874484722d08de222638fa%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638985744720245022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8wm2kvzxDpxrxBobPYU%2FXhjctSzDo83NxX6MQOw47Z8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fbreakhousingform&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7C0eb001181f484be9f25a08de21348b85%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638984706912490250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GoUczch7pHgXeJR6ElPjOjgdxX%2FFxo7igWODgHXZd28%3D&reserved=0


Please be aware that Dining Services will not be available over the break.
Dining Hall closes after lunch (2:00 pm) on Tuesday, November, 25, 2025.
The Hub will be open until 5:00 pm on Tuesday, November, 25, 2025.
The Hub reopens at 4:30 pm on Sunday, November 30, 2025.
There are no meals from breakfast on Wednesday, November 26 until
dinner on Sunday, November 30.

If you have any questions as we prepare for Thanksgiving Break, please do not
hesitate to reach out here!  

Planning Ahead for Winter Break?

Residence halls will close on December 12 at 5:00 pm and re-open for returning
students on January 10 & 11. Students will receive dining and shuttle schedules
by email in the coming weeks.

Airport Shuttle The airport shuttle will be driving to Boston
Logan Airport on Tuesday, November 25, 2025
at 8 a.m.

We will also have a shuttle driving from Boston
Logan Airport to campus on Sunday, November
30, 2025 at 7 p.m.

Students received the Airport Transfer Request
form by email - forms must be submitted by
November 19, 2025 at 5 p.m. to ride the shuttle.

IMPORTANT DATES & RESOURCES

Fall 2025

Final Exams

Schedule

November 26-30: Thanksgiving Recess

December 8-12: Final exams

December 13 - January 11: Winter Break

January 12: Spring classes begin

February 28 - March 8: Spring Recess

April 2-6: Easter Recess

April 28 - May 4: Final exams

mailto:hventresco@annamaria.edu
https://annamaria.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FINAL-EXAMINATION-SCHEDULE-FALL-2025-.pdf


The Pantry is a resource open to all
Anna Maria students in need.

Hear more about

The Pantry here!

Our Student Academic Support
Services (S.A.S.S.) are available to
all students, including:

Accommodations Center
Academic Coaching
Student Success Center
The Writing Center.

Hear more about

academic resources

here!

COMMENCEMENT 2026

Commencement website

If your student is graduating this year,
Commencement will be here before
you know it! Eligible students will
receive an Intent to Graduate form from
the Registrar in the coming weeks.

Graduating students will receive
detailed information in December by
AMCATS email about:

Tickets for guests
Cap & Gown ordering
Commencement Weekend
Receiving their diploma

Families are encouraged to check the
Commencement website for updates!

BE IN-THE-KNOW WITH THE LINKS BELOW:

Office of Student Activities Instagram

Academic Calendar

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FPantry.m4a&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7C1b724a5329214ee9836208de22ca7985%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638986450285069650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gQ8LTexEHELUm48seJGhi9xyNdhBP1%2FTWNPGqHIIfpM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fannamaria.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FSASSrecording11.11.25.m4a&data=05%7C02%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7Ce45c4b231a2844d4287308de220d9e9d%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638985639047167405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d0QnTFBWwe4NXm9SZBGiLrhD1o%2BvWD0PC1CegPzrNp0%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fannamariaactivities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clhickey%40annamaria.edu%7Cc2b1176c9e0242739c2b08dbdc780062%7Cd55e4d8de7414cc18b2b6240c4b9c09c%7C0%7C0%7C638346180204409251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eO8n%2F1TMc47gDSm6Y6uGn8AukUBXeRckhTH%2BaeOrlpo%3D&reserved=0
https://annamaria.edu/academic-calendar-2023-2024/


Athletic Schedule

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL:

Instagram @goannamaria      

Twitter @goannamaria      

Facebook AnnaMariaCollege      

​LinkedIn Anna-Maria-College       
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