
Order of Exercises
Processional

Pomp and Circumstance, Sir Edward Elgar 

Performed by the London Symphony Orchestra

Declaration of Opening
Elzbieta Manos, Ph.D., Mace Bearer

Our National Anthem
The Star Spangled Banner, Francis Scott Key

Soloist- Kayla J. Drew ’25, Nursing

Invocation
Reverend Stephen E. Lundrigan, Th.M., Psy.D.

College Chaplain and Dean of Mission

Greetings
Mary Lou Retelle, President

Undergraduate Student Speaker
Carly M. Drew ’25, Psychology

Conferring of Honorary Degrees
Mary Louise Retelle, Doctor of Humane Letters

presented by Kimberly A. Kennedy, Trustee Vice Chair 

Kelsa L. Zereski, Doctor of Public Administration
presented by David P. Trainor, Esq., Trustee Chair

Commencement Address
Kelsa L. Zereski, President, Reliant Foundation

Conferring of Degrees
Presentation of Candidates

Chioma Ugochukwu, Ph.D., Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Award Presentations
Michael G. Miers, Executive Vice President and Chief Information Officer

Bishop Timothy J. Harrington Award
Sr. Yvette E. Bellerose Award

Dr. Bernadette Madore Award

Benediction
Most Reverend Robert. J. McManus, D.D., S.T.D., Bishop of Worcester

Declaration of Conclusion
Elzbieta Manos, Ph.D.

Recessional
Procession of the Nobles, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Performed by the Philharmonic Wind Orchestra



Certificate of Advanced 
Graduate Study - Criminal Justice
Michael David Spencer Ashland, MA

Certificate of Advanced 
Graduate Study - Education
Carrie Ann Casello Webster, MA

Master of Arts
in Counseling Psychology
Ama Boatemaa Asiamah Oxford, MA
Christine Rose Babraitis Leicester, MA
Gibrilla Barrie Sierra Leone
Savannah C. De Sousa Marlborough, MA
Margarita Dono Worcester, MA
Irianis Escalera Worcester, MA
Claudia-Daniela Luiz Whitinsville, MA
Domenic Mattress Auburn, MA
Cassandra Preston Micklesavage Marlborough, MA
Johnny Cam Nguyen Spencer, MA
Hope Julia Parker-Montalto Barre, MA
Mark W. Roderick Plymouth, MA
Hanna Elizabeth Rybicki Spencer, MA
Brittany Vaughn Wilkinson Worcester, MA

Master of Arts
in Integrated Media Design
Aryan Batra Franklin, MI
Victoria Leger Westminster, MA
Sean Christopher Magee, Jr. Concord, MA
Onajeh Warden Sunrise, FL

Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry
Colin Martin McNabb Townsend, MA
Arthur Bernard O’Leary, III Leominster, MA

Master of Business Administration
Acheampong Romeo Ghana
Kyana Altif Whitinsville, MA
Valter Miquel Azevedo Casella Santiago Norwood, MA
Iljant Cenolli Albania
Ioannis Christodoulou Rutland, MA
Samantha Louise Dahill Littleton, MA
Raymond Mason Eichmann Penfield, NY
Zachary James Edge Gandara Shrewsbury, MA
Raegan Diane Hachey Winthrop, ME
Susan A. Hebert Sutton, MA
Brianna L. Kobus Marlborough, MA
Deirdre Kathleenmary Meagher Hubbardston, MA
Samson Craig Mouland Canada
Cassandra Leigh Nelson Exeter, NH

Thomas Lawrence Sasso South Grafton, MA
Archibald Singley Sey Ghana
Perfect Sianzovu Zimbabwe
Annabelle Taylor Reading, MA

Master of Education
Cassandra Boutros Lincoln, RI

Elementary Education
Brittney Rose Cherry Worcester, MA

Elementary Education
Iva Marie Diaz Northborough, MA

Early Childhood Education
Katherine A. Logee Granby, CT

Special Education
Heather Payne Wales, MA

Special Education
Hannah Patricia Tobey West Falmouth, MA

Special Education
Adu Yeboah Worcester, MA

Special Education

Master of Health
Emergency Management
Samuella Afreh Gyasi Ghana
Steven Edward Conroy Milton, MA
Kevin Michael Shuck Seymour, CT
Julia Ann Smith Canada
Oluwaseun Ezekiel Taiwo Nigeria

Master of Public Administration
Kyle R. Arseneau Merrimac, MA
Robert Manuel Barreda Nahant, MA
Harold H. Beckford, Jr. Cambridge, MA
Steven Bivens Danvers, MA
Matthew Lee Bouvier Worcester, MA
Marc A. Brinker Mason, OH
Leonard L. Brooks Fairfield, OH
Patrick Brothers Tewksbury, MA
Tyler Bulinski Beacon Falls, CT
Raymond L. Busi Stoneham, MA
James Byrne Maynard, MA
Brandon Calavritinos Lowell, MA
Christopher P. Cesati North Andover, MA
Brian P. Croteau Winchendon, MA
Keith Robert Darling North Attleboro, MA
Angelo G. De Luca Norwood, MA
Nicholas D. DeJohn, Jr. Middletown, CT
John D. Farrell Wrentham, MA
Jose Miguel Flores Springfield, MA
Reed M. Frailey Londonderry, NH
Christopher Andrade Galvao Worcester, MA
Steven Richard Geroux Woonsocket, RI
Antonio Ornato Giano Biddeford, ME
Michael A. Gigante, III Wellesley, MA
Danielle Marie Gilpatrick Canton, MA
Ryan Patrick Guilfoy Walpole, MA
Jonathan Aaron Gurfinkel Newton, MA

Candidates for Graduate Degrees



Sean M. Jewell Parker, CO
Charles Edward Keplinger Herndon, VA
Michael Lam Downingtown, PA
Mitchell Law Weymouth, MA
Keith Francis Lazaron, II Kittanning, PA
Wendall Scott Lewis, Jr. Rossville, GA
Kellan Bruce Losi Kingston, MA
Matthew D. MacDonald Atkinson, NH
Kevin M. Marshall Franklin, MA
Wayne T. Maulding Geneva, IL
Scott E. McNally Warren, RI
Kevin R. McNamara Kingston, MA
Kory P. Medeiros New Bedford, MA
Paul Moreira Somerville, MA
Paige Moroz Douglas, MA
Cynthia Morton-O’Keefe Springfield, MA
Matthew Munchbach Dorchester, MA
Todd Niemi Clinton, MA
Jessenia Perez Springfield, MA
Adam J. Pierce Wakefield, MA
David Robert Pieroni Danvers, MA
Bryant M. Potter Dracut, MA
David A. Randolph Acton, MA
Matthew J. Reardon Medway, MA
Connor Robichaud Worcester, MA
Jeffrey Saad Webster, MA
Daniel D. Sawicki Tewksbury, MA
Brian J. Sculley Merrimac, MA
Laura Anne Stockfisch Swampscott, MA
David J. Sukerman Ayer, MA
Jonathan H. Talin Hyannis, MA
Julie Kearney Veader Bristol, RI
Brian Yule Plymouth, MA

Master of Science
in Criminal Justice

Derek Clyde Ames North Brookfield, MA
Emmanuel Antonetty Lowell, MA
Christopher R. Baran South Deerfield, MA
Justin Bennes Millbury, MA
Jorge Berrios Torres Northampton, MA

Ethan N. Bouchard Swansea, MA
Michael G. Bourisk Leominster, MA
Christopher L. Bradley Princeton, MA
Staci M. Callery Lowell, MA
Ezekial David Diaz Southbridge, MA
Michael Patrick Dowd Sutton, MA
Renatha Eubanks Fitchburg, MA
Demetrios K. Exarhoulakos Lowell, MA
William John Florence Lowell, MA
Michael Girouard Sutton, MA
Ryan Barrett Gonthier Bellingham, MA
Shaun Michael Kelley Seekonk, MA
Nathan R. Kuffrey Oxford, MA
Mia Avery Kuhl Vancouver, WA
Daniel J. Lanctot Harwich, MA
Richard D. Lauria, Jr. Rockland, MA
Shawn M. Lefebvre Dracut, MA
Nicole Gabrielle Marchand Holden, MA
Matthew S. Mccabe Bridgewater, MA
Jason Palmatier Shrewsbury, MA
Sean Robert Reardon Lakeville, MA
Nicholas Antonio Riggieri Worcester, MA
Andrew John Robinson Chelmsford, MA
Kevin S. Thomasson Beverly, MA
Christopher L. Vazquez Dorchester Center, MA
Abigail Rose Vigliotte Arlington, MA
Angela M. Vongsavath Bellingham, MA
Antony Yan Lowell, MA

Master of Social Work
Kaitlin Elizabeth Beaulieu Blackstone, MA
Cristen C. Comptois Hubbardston, MA
Gabi Gibson Anchorage, AK
Olivia Jeanne Hamilton Worcester, MA
Brianna Leon Auburn, MA
Emily Neves Morais Marlborough, MA
Amina Salah Osman Worcester, MA
Olivia Michelle Peterson Auburn, MA
Ashley Sheehan Medford, MA
Lindsey Taylor Smith Gardner, MA
Emily Woodard Athol, MA



Candidates for Undergraduate Degrees

Bachelor of Arts

Tanya Alerte Worcester, MA
Psychology

Jakai Marqu’i Alexandre Worcester, MA
Human Services

Damien Alston, Jr Astatula, FL
Psychology

Elizabeth Bobbi Anderson Harwich, MA
Music

Gabriel Hugh Armstead, Jr. Locust Grove, GA
Psychology

Gloria Brempong Worcester, MA
Social Work

Nicole W. Chege Dudley, MA
Liberal Studies

Quentin T. Conner Middletown, CT
Psychology

Jemica Dorelus Worcester, MA
Human Services

Carly M. Drew Rochester, MA
Psychology

Benedict G. Fogarasi Middletown, CT
Psychology

Jaylene Gomes Holden, MA
Psychology

Kathryn Mary Granger Uxbridge, MA
Social Work

Lea’Anna Elizabeth Haines Worcester, MA
Social Work

Molly Hoefler Auburn, MA
Psychology

Rory Hughes Worcester, MA
Psychology

Jana Hunt Canada
Psychology

Nathaniel Oghenero Itugbu United Kingdom
Communication Studies

Soultana Glykeria Kalampouka Greece
Psychology, Addiction Studies

Dalette Kelley Acosta Millbury, MA
Psychology

Olivia LaRocco Warren, MA
Psychology, Art Therapy

Rachele Marie Lonergan Worcester, MA
English

Anna Marie Mann Hopkinton, MA
Psychology

Cynthia Marie Martinez Worcester, MA
Social Work

Rose Anette Melendez Barre, MA
Psychology

Kenya Isabel Mosquea Methuen, MA
Human Services

Olympia Myers Canada
Jamie M. Nadeau Uxbridge, MA

Human Services

John Nadeau Woodstock, CT
Psychology

Janmary Plaza Sepulveda Worcester, MA
Social Work

Sherlyn Solano Beverly, MA
Psychology

Sydney Elizabeth Stebbins Poland, ME
Elementary Education, Liberal Studies

Matt Sullivan Worcester, MA
Human Services

Patrick Marcelino Tineo Ruiz Worcester, MA
Psychology

Javier Viera Clinton, MA
Human Services

Viet Q. Vu Succasunna, NJ
Communication Studies

Jaydon Daniel Wotring Harrisburg, PA
Psychology

Bachelor of Music
Juanita Patricia Feeney Stoughton, MA

Music Education

Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration
Oluwafifehan Aramide Badejo Newark, CT

Tamyiah Rae Bankhead Irondale, MA

Kayla Berthiaume Webster, NY

Shayne Thomas-Scott Billo Merrimack, DE

Justin N. Brown Branford, AL

Vincent Ray Watson Brown United Kingdom

Matthew Liam Relvas Byrne Canada

Christian John Corliss Burlington, CT

Cordel Davidson, Jr. Bronx, NY

Julia Ana Flores Navasota, TX

Jordan Omahri Hendricks Bristol, CT

Da’Mier Rakwon Hicks Philadelphia, PA

Iweka Onosatali Iweka Westborough, MA

Nathan Krisna Kem Lowell , MA

Ryan Kent, Jr. Marlton, NJ

Jake Lupo Bayonne, NJ

Isaih R. Oyola Far Rockaway, NY

Jashandeep Singh Pabla Medford, MA

Waskar Antonio Peña Cranston, RI

Caden M. Rakes Holbrook, MA

Marinique Deiona Reddin Tampa, FL

Jeremy S. Rosenberg Boynton Beach, FL

Trent Demetrius Quamry Smith Springfield, MA

Joshua James Vaglica Arlington, MA

Jamalee Winchester-Montantine Worcester, MA



Bachelor of Science
in Criminal Justice
Maya Angelo Leicester, MA
Daniel Robert Ashworth Pawtucket, RI
Joseph R. Barbato Spencer, MA
Elizabeth Brown Longmeadow, MA
David John Churchey Paxton, MA
Daryana DeCastro Worcester, MA
Tracey Lynn DelleChiaie Lunenburg, MA
Jayden Lee Dickerson Springfield, MA
Kevin A. Doyle Westminster, MA
Renatha Eubanks Fitchburg, MA
Brennan Gerard Fields Chicopee, MA
Namon Gamble, III Arverne, NY
Donavin Xavier Bernard Johnson Millville, MA
Mark A. Kilgour Bridgewater, MA
Rebecka Lynn Mailea Worcester, MA
Caterina S. Krusas Worcester, MA
Trista Lyn Manchuso Stow, MA
Nicholas D. Mantalos Bridgewater, MA
Caro Mejia Lowell, MA
Nichole N. Munera Lowell, MA
Dean Hanlon Parlon West Roxbury, MA
Chris William Platt-Hanoian Riverside, RI
Jeffrey Robinson Wayne, NJ
Michael J. Simoneau Falmouth, MA
Braiden Sparkes Deer Park, WA
Steven Stone Waterbury, CT
Anthony Michael Tantillo Worcester, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Cybersecurity 
Matthew Beuka Narragansett, RI

Bachelor of Science
in Digital Marketing 
Christian S. Carnes Rosedale, NY
Olivia Kayla-Marie Stump Holden, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Emergency Management 
Peter Thomas Lilja Needham, MA
Seth Williams Worcester, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Fire Science
Averi C. Ayre North Attleboro, MA
Luke Barney Millis, MA
Philip J. Brady Winchendon, MA
Marcio Alves Bueno Miami, FL
Matthew Bylsma East Walpole, MA
Lindsay Byrne Shirley, MA
Tyler K. Chu Newton, MA
Keith R. Darling North Attleboro, MA
Geury De La Cruz Peabody, MA

William A. DeKing, III Franklin, MA
Joshua J. DelVecchio Taunton, MA
Christopher Dubois Westborough, MA
Tyler James Dugan Lynn, MA
James Estrella, IV New Bedford, MA
Kevin A. Gage Clinton, MA
Drew Gage Sterling, MA
Colin Garrity Pembroke, MA
Benjamin Edward Giovanella Medway, MA
Haralambos Hatzieleftheriadis Watertown, MA
Kevin P. Houston Plymouth, MA
Riley Laperle Worcester, MA
Jarred William LeBlanc Chelmsford, MA
Michael A. Lee Killingly, CT
David D. Lemoi West Warwick, RI
Kelly Rae Marolf Newton, MA
Keenan Martin Acushnet, MA
Mitchell D. Maselli North Adams, MA
Tyler James Menard New Bedford, MA
Thomas Neyfeldt Yorkville, IL
Randall L. Pacitto Attleboro, MA
Patrick L. Rahill Sudbury, MA
Derek Joseph Gaspar Raposo Canada
Maeson James Robinson Walker, MI
Charles Roche Westborough, MA
Dylan Roda Springfield, MA
Mark Anthony Rogers East Falmouth, MA
Ryan Russell West Springfield, MA
Joseph Stroscio Brookline, MA
Michael Talbot New Bedford, MA
Justin Kane Taylor Canada
Gabriel Daniel Tellez East Falmouth, MA
Linda T. Waldron Marshfield , MA
Patrick Thomas Winters Scotts Valley, CA
Michael Patrick Young Goodyear, AZ

Bachelor of Science
in Forensic Criminology
Griselle Jorely Abarca Worcester, MA
Davien Atkinson Central Islip, NY
Nakiya Elizabeth-Rose Bland New Franklin, OH
Katherine Elizabeth Brodsky Boston, MA
Trishelle Charles Methuen, MA

Psychology

Makayla Marie Gleba Rockland, ME
Lauren Olivia Risotti Baldwinville, MA

Law, Justice and Society

Emma Margaret Tallman Baldwinville, MA
Psychology

Valentina Villa Norwalk, CT

Bachelor of Science
in Forensic Science
Mensur Bacaliu Worcester, MA



Bachelor of Science
in Health Administration
Ethan Bruso Ware, MA
Brittany MacDonald Braintree, MA
Brooke Maria Macey Sturbridge, MA
Lexis Medina Enfield, CT
Nkiruka Frances Nosike Worcester, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Health Science
Julia Ballinger Newport, VT
Jordyn Maya Bleaney Canada
Jonathan Martinez Worcester, MA
Betty Santos Windsor, CT
Kelsey M. Smith North Grafton, MA
Alejandra Isabella Torres Worcester, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Nursing
Akua Serwaa Adjei Ghana
Joyce Adonteng Prempeh Lowell, MA
Matilda Nyarkowaa Aryee Dogbe Worcester, MA
Natalie Bogard Rutland, MA
Megan Rebecca Burdett Charlton, MA
Kayla Drew Douglas, MA
Morgan Lyn Fleischer Hubbardston, MA
Kiley Elizabeth Gouin Southbridge, MA
Alicia Katrina Harmon Harrisville, RI
Jenna Marie Johnson Charlton, MA
Jonathan Kilonzo Kavale Worcester, MA
Queenly Gyasiwaa Kyei Worcester, MA

D’Angelie Manzano Worcester, MA
Heather Monroe Sturbridge, MA
Jenna Barbara Petruzzi Spencer, MA
Anthony Vincent Pizzotti Spencer, MA
Brianna Nicole Rogers West Boylston, MA
Patricia Rwandarugari Asiimwe Spencer, MA
Alexandra Lee Stevens West Boylston, MA
Megan Flynn Wajer Grafton, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Paramedic Science
Liam Ward Bedenkop Osterville, MA

Bachelor of Science
in Sport Management
Isaacmoise Andre Boston, MA
Camron Paulo Roderick Brito Rumford, RI
Mark Johnson-Morgan Stockbridge, GA
Daniel James Mara Waterbury, CT
Jordan C. Martin Farmington, CT
Matthew Nicholas Nelson Worcester, MA
Peter Daniel Pontolilo Rochdale, MA
Nathan Gerald Powers Brattleboro, VT
Samantha J. Pusateri Worcester, MA
Wallace Alexander Reed, III Peabody, MA
David J. Robinson, Jr. Worcester, MA
Andruw Rodriques Rumford, RI
David R. Rowe Newberry, FL
Michael Shorey Whitinsville, MA
Noah Lamont Souza Coraopolis, PA
Aaron Vazquez Norwalk, CT
J’Ddon Vincent Lynn, MA
Deandre K Wallace Waterbury, CT

The list of names was required by the printer several days prior to Commencement to allow production of this program. The status of
some candidates may have changed since that time. Some will not have completed all requirements for their degrees. The listing of
a name in this program in no way implies an obligation on the part of Anna Maria College to award a certificate or degree. For
official purposes, a final correct list of graduates will be retained by the Office of the Registrar. 

Baccalaureate students graduating with honors will receive a gold cord.

To graduate with honors, a student must achieve the following cumulative grade point average:
Summa Cum Laude – 3.90
Magna Cum Laude – 3.70

Cum Laude – 3.50



Alpha Phi Sigma
Membership in this national Honor Society for criminal justice has been awarded to:

Graduate:

Tyler Bulinski 

Ezekial David Diaz

Mia Avery Kuhl 

Undergraduate:

Caterina Sophia Krusas

Lauren Olivia Risotti

Delta Epsilon Sigma
Gamma Gamma Chapter

Membership in this international Honor Society for Excellence in Catholic Colleges

has been awarded to: 

Caterina Sophia Krusas

Kappa Delta Pi
Membership in this international Honor Society for education has been awarded to: 

Graduate:

Katherine A. Logee

Hannah Patricia Tobey

Undergraduate:

Sydney Elizabeth Stebbins

Phi Alpha Eta Psi
Membership in this national Honor Society for social work has been awarded to:

Graduate:

Cristen C. Comptois

Olivia Jeanne Hamilton

Brianna Leon

Lindsey Taylor Smith

Emily Woodard

Undergraduate:

Gloria Brempong

Cynthia Marie Martinez

Honor Society Members



Sigma Beta Delta
Membership in this international Honor Society for business has been awarded to:

Graduate:

Raegan Diane Hachey

Susan A. Hebert

Brianna L. Kobus

Annabelle Taylor

Undergraduate:

Oluwafifehan Aramide Badejo

Justin N. Brown

Julia Ana Flores

Iweka Onosatali Iweka

Brooke Maria Macey

Daniel James Mara

Jashandeep Singh Pabla

Derek Joseph Gaspar Raposo

Olivia Kayla-Marie Stump

Sigma Theta Tau,
Iota Phi at-Large Chapter

Membership in this international Honor Society for nurses has been awarded to: 

Matilda Nyarkowaa Aryee Dogbe

Natalie Bogard

Megan Rebecca Burdett

Jenna Marie Johnson

Queenly Gyasiwaa Kyei

Brianna Nicole Rogers

Patricia Rwandarugari Asiimwe

Megan Flynn Wajer

Sigma Tau Delta
Membership in this international Honor Society for English has been awarded to:

Connor P. McNamara

Honors Students
The following senior scholars have completed the Honors Program since being selected as freshmen.
Throughout their tenure at Anna Maria, they successfully completed the elevated curriculum and

other requirements of this rigorous program.

Jordyn Maya Bleaney

Carly M. Drew

Soultana Glykeria Kalampouka

Caterina Sophia Krusas

Sydney Elizabeth Stebbins

Viet Q. Vu

Honor Society Members



Special Awards

The Bishop Timothy J. Harrington Award

The Bishop Timothy J. Harrington Award, established in 1988, is bestowed

upon a graduating senior judged by a committee of faculty, staff, students

and administration of the College to have demonstrated compassionate

service in the promotion of peace and justice.

Recipient to be announced from the podium.

The Sr.Yvette E. Bellerose Award

The Sr. Yvette E. Bellerose Award was created in 2014 to recognize a

graduating senior who has embodied the values and commitment to the

Anna Maria College mission as exhibited by Sr. Yvette E. Bellerose, S.S.A.,

‘72, Hon.D.Ed.‘91, former chair of the Board of Trustees.

Through academic excellence and a commitment to Anna Maria College 

and the greater community, recipients must exhibit a commitment to the

Catholic faith, service to those most vulnerable and encouragement to all

individuals to play an active role in shaping their own future.

Recipient to be announced from the podium.

The Dr. Bernadette Madore Award

The Dr. Bernadette Madore Award for Academic Excellence is bestowed

upon the graduating senior who, as a full-time student at Anna Maria

College, earned the highest cumulative grade point average in a minimum

of 90 semester hours.

This award was established by the faculty and staff of Anna Maria College

to commemorate Dr. Bernadette Madore’s twenty-five years of

distinguished service as Dean of the College.

Recipient to be announced from the podium.



Mary Louise Retelle, Doctor of Humane Letters

Mary Lou Retelle began her role as Anna Maria College’s 11th President on
June 1, 2015. As President, she has built a dedicated and experienced Board of Trustees along
with a strong leadership team to navigate the ever-increasing challenges in higher education.

During the past decade as President, Retelle oversaw the implementation of a
new Strategic Plan, the creation of Nursing Simulation and Clinical Labs in Miriam Hall,
major renovations to the campus center and chapel, and several other capital
improvements. She engaged donors and grantmakers as the College secured nearly $15
million in federal, state, corporate, foundations, and individual funding during her tenure.
The Academic portfolio advanced with the introduction of new and expanded programs.
She restructured the revenue model for online education programs and drove more
enrollment and academic pathway agreements with community colleges, businesses, and
area high schools. In Athletics, President Retelle secured a permanent conference home
for the AMCATS in the MASCAC and saw the introduction of Men’s and Women’s Ice
Hockey, and Esports. She successfully navigated the College through the pandemic.
President Retelle served on multiple boards and committees representing Anna Maria
College locally and regionally.

President Retelle’s journey at Anna Maria College began in 2011 when she
joined as Executive Vice President. She assumed the presidency in 2015 following a year
of service as the College’s interim president. She has more than 45 years of experience in
higher education. Prior to Anna Maria College, she was Vice President for Enrollment
and Student Services and Dean of Admission and Financial Aid at Merrimack College.
She also served Suffolk University and State University of New York at Potsdam in
executive positions relative to enrollment and strategic planning. President Retelle
obtained her Bachelor of Arts in Biology from Merrimack College and her Master of
Education in Student Personnel Services from Northeastern University in Boston.

Honorary Degree Recipient



Kelsa L. Zereski, Doctor of Public Administration

A fundraising and grantmaking expert, Ms. Zereski, President of Reliant
Foundation, Inc., has served as Trustee on several community non-profit boards,
including the American Red Cross of Central MA, Nativity School of Worcester,
the former Higgins Armory Museum, and Seven Hills Foundation. She is a
community volunteer or corporator for many local organizations including Bay
State Bank, Be Like Brit, EcoTarium, Greater Worcester Community Foundation,
Nativity School of Worcester, Seven Hills Foundation, Stoneleigh-Burnham
School, and the YMCA of Central MA. She regularly serves on local grantmaking
committees and is a current Trustee of the George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation. 

Ms. Zereski takes pride in her community work, visiting dozens of
nonprofit programs and meeting with donors throughout the Central and
MetroWest regions of Massachusetts. These activities, along with annual fund
drives and special events, have allowed Reliant Foundation to increase its annual
grantmaking capacity to $1,000,000 in recent years. The Reliant Foundation has
positively impacted 136 public charities in its service area, granting millions over
time to improve community health.

Ms. Zereski earned her B.A. in Marketing from Assumption University.
She was honored as one of Worcester Business Journal’s 40-Under-40 in 2003,
received her CFRE (Certified Fund-Raising Executive) designation in 2005, and
she was recertified in Youth Mental Health First Aid in 2025. 

Ms. Zereski is an avid equestrian, having ridden and competed horses for
more than 45 years, and is part owner of Triple Crown Tack Shop, a local
equestrian retail store. She has served on the Board of Governors of the Worcester
Country Club and currently serves on the Board of Directors of The Worcester
Club. Ms. Zereski is married, a parent to two adult sons and a grandparent. She is
a lifelong resident of Massachusetts.

Honorary Degree Recipient



Our Mission

As a Catholic institution inspired by the ideals of the Sisters of Saint Anne, Anna Maria College

educates students to become individuals who will transform their world as ethical leaders and

community-oriented professionals.

Our Values

• faith and reason. Drawing upon the Catholic intellectual tradition, the academic environment

provides students an education that honors faith and reason as complementary paths of wisdom

in the search for truth and meaning. 

• liberal arts. The College prepares students to adapt to future challenges with creativity and

innovation, by integrating a liberal arts education with personal development and professional

achievement.

• service to community. In line with the values of the foundresses, the College stimulates within

students a sense of responsibility and dedication to the community through selfless service to

family, friends, colleagues and those in need.

• justice and peace. Acknowledging our place within the world, the College emboldens students

to identify injustices and to contribute peaceful solutions to them.

• development of the whole person. A balanced education, curricular and co-curricular, aims to

inspire holistic personal growth in students as lifelong learners.

• cultivation of personal moral responsibility. We expect students to develop as ethically

responsible human beings, through serious reflection and active engagement.

• diversity and inclusion. We welcome all, regardless of background, and encourage critical

thought and ideas in the pursuit of truth.

• Anna Maria College encourages a lifestyle capable of sustaining these values in balance.

The Charisms of Esther Blondin

• To provide a faith-based education in co-educational settings

• To educate the whole person



The caps, gowns, and hoods worn in formal processions are patterned after the attire of

monks and students in the Middle Ages. The Bachelor’s gown is distinguished by the long

pleated front, intricate shirring across the shoulders and back, and long pointed sleeves.

The Masters gown is similar but has oblong, hanging sleeves. Those who hold the

Doctorate wear a gown featuring broad velvet panels down the front and three velvet bars

on each sleeve. This velvet trimming may be either black or the distinctive color of the

field of learning, represented by the degree. 

Black is the traditional color of the gowns. However, many faculty who hold Doctorates wear

gowns distinguished by the primary colors of the institution which awarded the degrees.

The caps worn are of many different types. There are the traditional mortarboard, the soft beret

type, and the Florentine style. The tassels of the caps are worn on the left side by those who

already possess Bachelor’s degrees.

The hood is probably the most distinctive feature of the regalia. The size of the hood varies

according to the  level of the degree held. The Bachelor’s is the smallest, the Master’s somewhat

larger, and the Doctor’s the largest of the three. The inner silk lining of the hood represents the

colors of the institution which conferred the degree. The outer velvet border of the hood

signifies the field of learning to which the degree pertains, such as the following:

Arts, Letters Humanities – White

Business Administration – Drab

Business, Accounting – Olive Green

Economics – Copper

Education – Light Blue

Fine Arts – Brown

Law – Purple

Library Science – Lemon

Music – Pink

Nursing – Apricot

Philosophy – Dark Blue

Physical Education – Sage Green

Public Administration – Peacock Blue

Psychology (Advanced Studies) – Light Blue

Science – Gold Yellow

Social Science – Citron

Speech – Silver Gray

Theology – Scarlet

Walter E. Scheid

Academic Regalia



The Presidential Medallion was first worn by Sr. Bernadette Madore when she was inaugurated as the

College’s fourth president in 1978. A Worcester area silversmith created the handmade medallion,

engraved with the College seal. The medallion is worn when the president wears academic regalia for

College functions.

Since the sixteenth century in England and the colonial days in America, the mace has been a symbol of

office carried by the procession leader in ceremonies. Today, at colleges, the most senior faculty member

traditionally carries the mace. The Anna Maria College mace was commissioned in 1991 in honor of the

45th anniversary of the College. Hand carved from solid black walnut, it features the College seal trimmed

in gold leaf.

Mace

The Presidential Medallion

Bachelor’s Degree Students graduating with academic honors
a cumulative G.P.A. of 3.5 or above

Gold Cord

Alpha Phi Sigma - Criminal Justice
Blue and Gold Cords

Delta Epsilon Sigma - Excellence in Catholic Colleges
Red Cords

Kappa Delta Pi - Education
Purple and Green Cords

National Association of Social Workers
Turquoise Blue Cord

Phi Alpha Honor Society - Social Work
Double Knotted Blue and Gold Honor Cords

Sigma Beta Delta - Business
Gold and Green Cords

Sigma Tau Delta - English
Red and Black Cords

Sigma Theta Tau, Iota Phi at-Large Chapter - Nursing
Purple and White Cords

Additional cords and stoles represent levels of campus involvement and identification, including
leadership, volunteerism, athletics, diversity, and service to country and community.

Cords and Stoles



Anna Maria College
Board of Trustees

2024 - 2025

Stephen P. Carey, ‘81, ‘95G

Diane E. Gould, L.I.C.S.W.

Abraham W. Haddad, D.M.D., Secretary

Kathleen M. Jordan, D.H.A., F.A.C.H.E.

Kimberly A. Kennedy ‘97G, Vice Chair

Rev. Enoch Kyeremateng

Barbara G. Lyman, Ph.D., ‘69

Julia M. McNamara, Ph.D.

Kateri Mitchell, S.S.A., ‘71, Hon.D. Ed. ‘05

Basil C. Morris

Timothy P. Murray, Esq.

Peter J. Ostroskey

Robert E. Paulsen, Jr. ‘98G

Christopher M. Powers

Mark W. Powers, Esq.

Mary Lou Retelle, President

David P. Trainor, Esq., Chair

Thomas A. Turco, III

Martha B. Waite, MD, FAAP

Stephen H. Yerdon




