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Seventy-five years ago,  
the Sisters of Saint Anne  
opened the doors of  
Anna Maria College . . .
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S
eventy-five years ago, the Sisters of 

Saint Anne opened the doors of Anna 

Maria College to bring the opportu-

nity of higher education to area women. 

Thus began the legacy of preparing stu-

dents to ethically serve their communities 

and the world. Over the years, our  

graduates have strengthened the regional  

workforce, bringing with them the  

compassionate, community-centered, 

problem-solving tenets that characterize 

an Anna Maria education. The College 

adjusted and expanded as each new  

decade introduced different challenges 

and possibilities, and our graduates drew 

on their strong academic foundation, 

sense of responsibility to community, and 

faith-based ethics to effect change and 

serve others, just as the Sisters of Saint 

Anne envisioned. 

Anna Maria’s 75-year story is one of bold 

aspiration embodied by its foundresses 

and students alike. It’s also one of enduring 

resiliency, with perhaps the best example 

being Anna Maria’s experience during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the vital support 

alumni gave to cities and towns through 

their essential and professional capacities. 

Some communities would have faced a 

more difficult burden if there had been 

no Anna Maria alumni ready to serve and respond. Though 

the pandemic limited what Anna Maria could do to publicly  

celebrate its anniversary year, it didn’t dampen our enthusiasm 

— as you’ll see from the images and stories in this magazine. 

Among the many highlights are an extraordinary on-campus 

Commencement to celebrate the Classes of 2020 and 2021, 

a fireworks display during Family and Friends Weekend, an 

Air National Guard flyover at our solemn commemoration of 

the 20th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks, a 

sunny reunion weekend in October, when the fall colors of 

our campus were striking in their beauty, a first-ever NCAA 

tournament run for the AMCAT football team, and a wonder-

ful Christmas concert to honor our foundresses. Still, nothing 

exceeded our excitement in 2021 more than being able to 

welcome fully on-ground learning again this fall, despite  

ongoing safeguards, such as masks and testing. 

Anna Maria’s core mission is to educate, and our faculty and 

students are thrilled to return to the scholarship and explora-

tion fostered by in-person classroom interaction. The campus 

is once again vibrant with the sights and 

sounds of students, athletic events, and 

extracurricular activities. Student support 

needs are high, however, as they strive 

to balance pandemic-related anxieties 

with the rigors of an academic life. It’s 

distressing that our first-year students are 

experiencing a traditional in-person edu-

cation for the first time since the middle of 

their high school years. Every generation 

must deal with unique hardships, but I’m 

especially attuned to the current cohort’s 

difficult journey.  

Your ongoing engagement is critical as 

we navigate a transformed landscape in 

higher education. The new pressures are 

substantial for almost all colleges, but be-

ing small and resourceful can enable us to 

better adapt to the changing environment. 

In the end, we must be smarter about how 

we do things at every level. There’s so 

much to be done to successfully position 

the College so we can continue to cultivate 

and educate leaders to serve tomorrow’s 

world. The College is evolving — for exam-

ple, we’re developing a Campus Enhance-

ment Plan that will provide for improved 

facilities to enrich our educational and  

recreational offerings. Our needs are many, 

but with your support, we’ll meet them.

Although we’ve been fortunate in foundation support this 

past year, we look to our alumni and friends to sustain us,  

to provide the competitive necessities our students expect. 

Our Trustees are resolute as we set our course, and we’re 

privileged to have determined partners in our faculty and 

staff. Our 75-year history teaches us that when the ground 

shifts as significantly as it has during the pandemic, the right 

path is to stay true to our mission, and to be grateful to the 

alumni who believe in it. Thank you for your commitment to 

Anna Maria, and for continuing the work that the Sisters of 

Saint Anne began back in 1946. 

There’s a lot happening, so please make plans to visit your 

alma mater soon. I look forward to seeing you!

Mary Lou Retelle, President

Dear Alumni, Friends, and Family,

“Anna Maria’s 75 year  

story is one of bold  

aspiration embodied by  

its foundresses and  

students alike.”
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The Anna Maria College community is most appreciative of 

the year-long efforts of the 75th Anniversary Committee. 

Through their hard work and creative dedication, the College 

experienced many wonderful events and helped raise the 

awareness of this great celebration. Thanks to the following 

members for all they did for Anna Maria:

IN APPRECIATION . . . 

Kay Flick, Co-chair

Alice Lambert ’87, Co-chair

James Bidwell

Michael Burlas

Steve Carey ’81 ’95G

Hugh Drummond

Jessica Eckstrom ’21G

Ashley L. Garcia ’22

Maureen Halley

Brittany Langdeau-Kodys ’10, ’18G 

Meaghan Hardy-Lavoie

Sr. Rollande Quintal, SSA ’62

Patricia Shaffer

Celebrating  
our 75th  

Anniversary

September 11 Remembrance 
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Celebrating Our

In 1945, with the approbation of 

Archbishop Richard J. Cushing, 

the Sisters of Saint Anne, led by 

Sister Marie Anne Eva Mondor, 

petitioned the Board of Collegiate 

Authority of the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts to amend their 

1887 Charter, which allowed them 

to operate elementary and sec-

ondary schools in the Common-

wealth, so that they could grant 

advanced degrees. Under the 

guidance of the Secretary General 

of Catholic University of America, 

all the necessary requirements 

were met and Anna Maria College 

opened its doors on September 

17, 1946, to its first freshman class 

of dynamic and talented women.

The 1950s became a decade of 

rapid expansion for Anna Maria 

College starting with its move to 

the then 293-acre campus in  

Paxton, Massachusetts in 1951. 

From 1953 to 1959, five new  

buildings were completed and in 

1955 the College became accredit-

ed by The New England Associ-

ation of Schools and Colleges. A 

teacher training program joined 

the already robust music program 

and Anna Maria College became 

recognized by several National 

Honor Societies.

Sister Irene Socquet was still 

at the helm as the College 

entered the 1960s. Campus 

growth continued, and with 

the Class of 1964, Anna Maria College reached a milestone by graduating 

more than one hundred young women. Not immune to the upheavals of 

this period. In 1967, an Ad Hoc committee was set to address academic 

freedom and student governance. Anna Maria College counted among 

the first to endorse the Joint Statement on Rights and Freedoms of 

Students.

The early 1970s at Anna Maria 

were no different than at any 

other college campus with  

students participating in  

programs and rallies to express their views regarding the nation’s military 

involvements. This time was marked by the physical expansion of the 

College and the expansion of the curriculum and the co-curricular  

programs. The most dramatic change was the move to coeducation in 

1973, followed a year later by the opening of the graduate division.

The 1980s began with 

a major change in the 

corporate structure of 

Anna Maria College 

when the Sisters of Saint 

Anne relinquished to the College its existing charter and degree-granting 

authority. On April 13, 1980, a newly formed Board of Trustees met with 

the incumbent Board and the independent corporation was begun. The 

campus continued to expand with the construction of the Mondor-Eagen 

Library and the Fuller Activities Center. The College also celebrated its 

40th anniversary and continued to move forward and complete  

successful accreditation reviews with NECHE (formally NEASC).

1870s Catholic Roots

In the Canadian province of Quebec, a woman named Esther 

Blondin struggled to fulfill a longtime dream “…to empower 

people – especially the poor illiterate children of the Quebec 

countryside by teaching them religion, reading, writing,  

and arithmetic.”

With great passion and audacity, Esther Blondin, now called 

Blessed Mother Marie Anne, pursued this vision, turning it into 

the exceptional teaching mission of the congregation  

she founded –  the Sisters of Saint Anne.
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75th Anniversary

The 1990s began with the 

opening of Zecco Performing 

Arts Center, which helped Anna 

Maria College celebrate both 

its 45th and 50th anniversaries. 

Beyond bricks and mortar, the 

College needed to address the 

various changes occurring in the 

marketplace during this decade. 

Anna Maria College entered into 

a partnership with IBM, which 

helped to jump start its efforts to 

purchase, wire and install state-

of-the-art computer technology 

that would provide efficiencies in 

operations and in the classroom 

and keep Anna Maria College on 

the forefront of change.

In the early 2000s, the College 

hosted a re-dedication of its new-

ly designed chapel in recognition 

of Sr. Bernadette Madore, Anna 

Maria College’s fourth president, 

and celebrated its heroes at a 

60th anniversary gala. With its 

rich tradition and solid roots in 

quality Catholic education, Anna 

Maria College continued to see 

its hard work come to fruition. 

In 2007, led by visionary Board 

members and administrators, the 

College developed a Strategic 

Plan: Excellence at Anna Maria 

College, which continues to guide 

the growth of the institution. 

In five short years, Anna Maria 

College opened up three new resi-

dence halls, enrolled a record-set-

ting class of 494 students, 

launched a football team, installed 

an all-purpose athletic field and 

completed another successful 

NEASC review. The College’s 65th 

anniversary was celebrated as the 

campus’ growth and expansion 

continued with new academic and 

co-curricular programs.

In 2010, the College launched 

its first online programs to 

address the changing needs of 

adult students.

Trinity Hall, one of the first 

buildings to house Anna Maria 

students, was also rehabbed 

and reconfigured to accommodate  

academic advising and student support services. The College community 

even more effectively touched the lives of students with its exceptional 

career-oriented programs, which prepare society’s future leaders to 

understand their role in providing for the common good.

Today, Anna Maria College 

continues to grow structurally 

and programmatically, offer-

ing 32 undergraduate majors 

and a dozen graduate studies 

on-ground and online to its 

diverse student population of 

1,500 learners. True to its  

heritage, the College continues 

to offer a highly personalized, 

liberal arts education that prepares students to ultimately work and 

serve in their chosen communities across the nation and around  

the world.

On the cusp of celebrating the 75th anniversary of its founding, the 

College this semester welcomed 320 new students—an enrollment  

representing a nearly 45 percent increase from the year prior.

Aiming to educate the whole student, Anna Maria College now offers 13 

Division III NCAA athletic programs, more than 25 student-led clubs and 

organizations and numerous organized community service opportunities.

The College grew and expanded its Board, administration, and faculty 

to strengthen Anna Maria, and meet the evolving needs of the growing 

student population as well as impact in the greater Worcester  

community.

Learn 
More
About the 
75th Timeline
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The Year in Review
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1. Anna Maria College parents and fans cheer during a historic  

football season!

2. Alice Lambert ’87 and Kay Flick, the 75th Anniversary  

Committee Co-Chairs, meeting in Foundress Hall. The  

Committee worked throughout the year planning  

celebrations and special events.

3. Milk Room Brewery of Rutland, Mass., launched its Anna Maria 

Maple Brew at Family and Friends Weekend in September.

4. Poets John Hodgen, Lori Nelson ’92, and Anna Maria College 

English faculty member Craig Blais present their literary work 

in Foundress Hall’s Information Commons. The September 

event was accompanied by the Anna Maria jazz ensemble.  

5. Edward J. Connor, Jr., Mary Lou Retelle and Trustees Stephen 

Yerdon and Tim Murray enjoy a fall football victory.

6. Anna Maria’s 75th anniversary was celebrated with the  

residents of Paxton, as part of the September Family and 

Friends Weekend. “75 Cheers with Paxton” culminated with  

a firework display above Saint Anne’s Lawn.  

7. The Sweet 16 1996 Basketball team gather at Homecoming.  

(left to right) Jeff Padula ’96, Jeff Paulhus ’97, Mike Dowd ’98, 

John Patraitis ’98 ’02G, Tim O’Brien ’98, Mark Sweeney ’98, 

Coach Paul Phillips and Coach Mike Burlas.

8. Members of the Class of 1971 enjoying their 50th reunion in 

Madore Chapel with President Retelle. 

9. Anna Maria College cheerleaders celebrate school spirit,  

adding pink pom-poms to recognize breast cancer awareness.

10. Alumni enjoy an August evening at the 2021 Cape Cod Alumni 

event. Board of Trustees Chair John Spillane, Esq., hosted the 

event at the Hyannis Yacht Club.

11. Victoria Avery and John Thibodeau ’95G at the Cape Cod 

alumni gathering.

12. Anna Maria employees celebrate the 75th anniversary with  

the annual employee recognition event.

13. The football team recognizes the 20th anniversary of 9/11  

with a patriotic run onto Richard C. Caparso Field.

14. President Mary Lou Retelle with Jeanne Depasse ’77 ’80G and 

Kevin Depasse ’77 ’80G. Jeanne is proudly wearing her class 

ring at the Worcester Red Sox Alumni gathering.

15. Chris Koretski ’16, Emily Williamson ’14, ’15G, ’22G, Erica  

Williamson, and Adam Williamson ’12 ’13G enjoying  

Anna Maria night at a Worcester Red Sox game.

16. The Anna Maria men’s baseball team celebrate a  

successful season.

17. Golfers weather a rainy June day at the 12th annual Anna  

Maria College Golf Tournament at Sterling National  

Country Club.

18. Golf foursome from the first annual AMCAT Alumni and 

Friends Golf Classic. Athletic Director Joe Brady ’96, former 

Athletic Director Steve Washkevich, Head Men’s Basketball 

Coach and Assistant Athletic Director Shawn Conrad, and 

Athletic Hall of Fame recipient and Alumni Board member  

Tim O’Brien ’96.

10

12

13

15

17

14

16

18

11
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was to make it affordable and flexible 

for those looking for the latest in public 

administration and practice, and a lead-

ership advantage. “People come to the 

program, some direct from undergrad 

and others mid-career, looking for an 

intimate, individualized learning experi-

ence. The key is that our instructors are 

in the field, so students are benefiting 

from that valuable information and 

perspective.”

It’s a collaborative effort, with Farrar 

focused on the many administrative 

angles and Brown on teaching and 

learning. The program’s director, Jim 

Carritte, rounds out the tight-knit team.

“As the Quality Assurance guy, I’m 

working closely with faculty to ensure 

that courses are current and designed 

with the depth they need to bridge that 

gap between theory and practice,” says 

Brown, who notes that only a handful 

of institutions prioritize this role. “I think 

the outcome for our students is much 

better as a result.” 

Like its more widely known cousin the 

MBA, an MPA delivers leadership and 

management development, but with 

an emphasis on public service — which 

makes it a perfect fit for Anna Maria 

College. The master’s degree in public 

administration prepares students for 

a variety of jobs in the executive arm 

of local, state, and federal government 

and nonprofit sectors with a grounding 

in policy and analysis, financial man-

agement, and labor relations.

The program is very strong by industry 

standards, says Mike Stevens, Assistant 

Vice President, Public Safety Programs: 

“We have a highly dedicated faculty 

and a curriculum that’s designed to be 

challenging and enriching.” 

Offered exclusively online, the MPA 

program provides education and 

training in four specializations: emer-

gency management, homeland security, 

criminal justice, and fire science. In 

addition, the MPA’s General Track is a 

broad course of study for the utmost in 

career flexibility, and students coming 

in with four or more years of progres-

sive work experience in a relevant field 

may qualify for the Mid-Career Track 

option and course credit. 

“The feedback we get from our alumni 

is that Anna Maria’s MPA program is a 

rewarding experience, during and after, 

that prepares people for leadership 

positions and a lot of success,” Stevens 

says. He cites the City of Chicago’s 

fire commissioner, L.A.’s emergency 

manager, and the district chief in the 

Civic Excellence:  
Master in Public Administration 

ACADEMICS  

“We have a highly dedicated faculty 

and a curriculum that’s designed to 

be challenging and enriching.”

Boston Fire Department as just a few 

of the program’s many graduates out in 

front in service to their communities. 

Stevens is quick to credit his col-

leagues — Assistant Director of Online 

Programs Lorene Farrar and Doug 

Brown, Assistant Director for Quality 

Assurance and Pedagogy — for the 

MPA program’s reputation. “It’s been a 

good, steady growth,” says Farrar, who 

in 2010 helped launch the program. 

The goal from the beginning, she says, 

Left to right: Town of Paxton Police Department’s MPA 

alumni: Chief of Police Mark Savasta, ’02, ’06G, ’10G, 

Detective Jason Silvestri, ’97, ’07G, Pubic Safety Officer 

David Warren,’10, ’13G and Sergeant Forrest Thorpe, 

’05, ’15G.
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For more than 40 years, Anna Maria has provided a qual-

ity, innovative nursing education with a range of offerings 

aligned with the evolving needs of the profession as well as 

the College’s commitment to service. 

“We know that along with essential knowledge and skills, 

nursing requires an attitude of respect and compassion for 

those in our care,” says Linda Esper ’88G, MSN, MBA, EdD, 

RN, Dean of Nursing. “Today and throughout our history, we 

have continually and consistently incorporated the ideals of 

the Sisters of Saint Anne and the College’s mission to edu-

cate the ethical leaders and community-minded profession-

als of tomorrow.”

Dean Esper speaks from experience. She was a member of 

the 1984 inaugural class of Anna Maria College’s MSN pro-

gram — the first of its kind in Central Massachusetts — and 

earned her MBA from the College in 1988. Although the MSN 

program closed in the mid-’90s, among its graduates are 

many well-known nursing leaders, educators, and scholars, 

several of whom are now back at Anna Maria as faculty for 

the school’s two active baccalaureate nursing programs: the 

pre-licensure BSN and the RN to BSN. The same spirit of in-

novation that made the College a pioneer in the field lives on 

in both; in fact, the RN to BSN is one of the only fully online 

programs in the region welcoming and educating diploma, 

and associate degree–prepared nurses around the world.

“The associate degree nursing program transitioned to a 

pre-licensure BSN program in 2015 to better reflect the 

needs and trends of the profession and to increase employ-

ment opportunities for our graduates,” says Dean Esper. 

“Our well-established and state-of-the-art nursing skills lab, 

along with our faculty’s online education expertise, enables 

our program to smoothly and seamlessly deliver an aca-

demic and clinical education, including at the height of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.” Even as the pandemic continues, so 

does Anna Maria’s ability to offer face-to-face, direct care 

clinical experiences to students, thanks to partnerships with 

leading healthcare facilities in the Worcester area, as well  

as extensive clinical simulation labs with high-fidelity  

mannequins and other technology right on campus. 

The RN to BSN program is an increasingly popular option for 

working professionals who seek both expertise and flexibility 

— students can learn from wherever they are and incorporate 

their clinical experience into a schedule that works for them. 

This individualized education is a hallmark of Anna Maria. 

“We provide a lot of personal and group advising and  

academic enrichment because we want our students to  

succeed,” says Dean Esper. And the results speak for them-

selves: “We have highly professional nurses from our pro-

grams who are out teaching, practicing, writing books, and 

providing the service of optimal wellness to patients and 

their local and global communities,” she says. 

The pandemic put increased emphasis on the valuable role of 

nurses — as well as the current shortage. “We’re prepared to 

respond by providing the best education possible to as many 

students as possible along while sustaining the proud history 

of the nursing department,” says the Dean.

Compassion, Care, and Community: 
Nursing Programs

“We know that along with essential knowledge  

and skills, nursing requires an attitude of respect  

and compassion for those in our care.”

“Florence Nightingale said, ‘Nursing is a progressive art such 

that to stand still is to go backward,’” says Dean Esper. “As 

we look back on the history and success of the nursing de-

partment here at Anna Maria, we look ahead with confidence 

and excitement, knowing we’ll continue to deliver the best to 

our students, always,” she says. “As innovators and informed 

caregivers, we’re never content to stand still.”

 ACADEMICS

Anna Maria College nursing students in the Foundress Hall Nursing Lab.
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Undergraduate Business Program: Mentorship, Internship, and Leadership

Sasso again points to his own experience to underscore how 

important it is to have the support of people who believe 

in you, personally and professionally, and he counts Hall of 

Fame quarterback-turned-entrepreneur Fran Tarkenton as 

one of them. “He’s been my mentor since 2004, and with 

his encouragement I’ve been able to achieve things I never 

thought possible,” Sasso says. “He helped me grow my busi-

ness, write my book Get in the Game: A Young Adult’s Guide 

to Baseball, Softball, Personal Finances, and a Balanced Life, 

and pursue advanced degrees.”

“Opportunities create opportunities; 

our goal, then, is to give as many to 

our students as we can,” Sasso says. 

“I think about how close I came to 

dropping out of college, so this is my 

mission, a way to give back.”

In addition to more internships, 

among his goals are to  

bolster the fifth-year MBA option, to 

create new programs in cybersecuri-

ty and certified financial planning, to 

work with an advisory board to ensure that the curriculum 

stays as relevant as possible, and to emphasize the impor-

tance of self-care and a strong moral compass. 

“We want our business program to prepare students to be 

successful and contribute to their community with ethical 

leadership, integrity, and honesty always,” says Sasso.  

“It’s the Anna Maria way.” 

In the Business  
of Career Readiness 

Since its founding, Anna Maria has prepared students for meaningful careers with instruction 

rooted in real-world experience, and the College’s business programs are no different. The ma-

jor in business administration is a four-year course of study, with an option for a fifth year and 

an MBA. Small classes and faculty who are experienced practitioners in their fields provide 

all students, graduate and undergraduate, with a personal, practical learning experience that 

readies them for today’s rapidly changing workplace. 

“Our students get valuable  

experience; employers get students  

eager to learn and the gratification  

of guiding them along.” 

A financial-services professional for 30 years, Larry Sasso 

recently added to his résumé when he earned his doctorate 

in business administration from Northcentral University. He’ll 

be the first to tell you, though, that he wasn’t always academ-

ically inclined. “My first year of college, I was put on academic 

probation,” he says. “If it weren’t for an influential professor 

who guided me to change my major and follow my passions, 

I probably wouldn’t have graduated at all, let alone have the 

career success I’ve been fortunate to have.” 

As interim director of Undergraduate 

Business programs, Sasso is commit-

ted to creating these meaningful— 

if not life-changing—connections  

for his own students. “I know the  

power of mentorship and internship,” 

he says. “We’re building a dream team 

of educators, leaders in their fields 

able to support students in and out of 

the classroom by sharing their knowl-

edge, experience, and networks.”

To this end, he and other professors 

are leveraging relationships with professionals in, for example, 

global retail, financial services, and insurance to create paid 

internship opportunities. “That’s been my focus: to align with 

partners who have the same passion as we do and want to 

provide students with this external classroom experience,” 

says Sasso. “Our students get valuable experience; employers 

get students eager to learn and the gratification of guiding 

them along,” he says. “It’s win-win.”
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  ACADEMICS

Graduate Business Program: Where Theory Meets Practice 

she says. “With mental-health issues skyrocketing, we needed 

an elective that tackles these tough issues and the kinds of 

questions managers have to deal with, in whatever industry 

you’re in.” 

Nolin encourages business undergraduates to consider the 

fifth-year MBA, which gives them a jump on graduate courses 

as well as a 20 percent discount on its classes. And in keep-

ing with Anna Maria’s commitment to applied learning, some 

MBA candidates are able to receive up to two course waivers 

for work experience and training. 

Ninety percent of MBA students are working 

full- and part-time jobs, and Nolin touts the 

fact that some courses are taught online, 

others on campus, and still others over Zoom 

as a way of giving every student — and staff 

member — some much-needed flexibility. 

“We’ve found that the more diverse and 

responsive we are in our approach, the better 

the feedback and results are from our  

 students,” Nolin says.

“I’m always talking about how important it is to keep learn-

ing, to keep building on your skills,” she says. “At Anna Maria, 

we have great resources and supports in place so that our 

students can be as successful as possible,” and that includes 

helping them prepare résumés and cover letters and  

connecting them with a network of employers. 

Like her colleagues, Nolin values being of service, and loves 

when students stop in for a snack or to chat. “We’re here to 

help,” she says. “My door is always open for coffee, Pop Tarts, 

and advice.” 

Anna Maria’s MBA program, which began in 1974, has grown 

by leaps and bounds in recent years: Since 2018, when Linda 

Marie Nolin became the director, enrollment has doubled. 

A 2012 graduate of the program herself, Nolin aims to build 

on the experiences she had with even more of the flexibility, 

faculty expertise, and experiential learning she enjoyed. 

“Before getting my MBA, I worked in marketing and business 

development for an international insurance company,” says 

Nolin. “Through this program, I was able to bring my work 

experience to the classroom and, later, my 

classroom experience to my work. I really 

liked that many of my teachers had specific 

expertise, and that’s true today.” All of the 

instructors are PhDs, CPAs, JDs, and — of 

course — MBAs: “We want people teaching 

who are doing the actual jobs we’re  

educating our students for,” Nolin says.

The program’s innovative, interdisciplinary 

approach is tailored to each individual, 

says Nolin, but every student is required to 

complete a capstone project with a team 

of peers. “It’s a great community partnership,” she says. 

“Companies come to us looking for everything from market 

research to feasibility studies to determine whether to open 

a new location — real-life business situations that provide 

students with real-life experience.”

With this in mind, Nolin has introduced courses that address 

some of life’s more unfortunate realities, such as addiction 

and trauma awareness in the workplace. 

“Most MBA programs teach you how to manage, but not what 

happens when a trauma occurs or an employee is struggling,” 

“At Anna Maria we  

have great resources and  

supports in place so that  

our students can be as  

successful as possible.”

On-campus and remote business students at work in Foundress Hall
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Prayer Book 

After months of gathering and compiling 
prayer submissions from students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni, the 75th Anniversary Prayer 
Book is finally available. The book contains 
prayers from more than 45 community  
members as well as pages highlighting our 
mission, heritage, and the unique spiritual  
influences of Anna Maria College. We invite 
you to flip through its pages — we’re sure 
you’ll find a prayer or message that resonates 
with you. We encourage you to pray through 
each prayer or use the contents page to  
look for something specific. 

During this 75th year, we look back with much 
appreciation for all who have contributed to 
making Anna Maria College something greater. 
We hope this book is a testament to the fact 
that we as a community are always wrapped 
in prayer.

CAMPUS MINISTRY  |   UPDATE

Alternative Break Alternative 

Spring break — two words that bring a rush 
of joy to any college student’s heart. But last 
year spring break was another casualty of 
COVID-19; many colleges, including Anna  
Maria, canceled theirs over health and safety 
concerns regarding students gathering in 
large groups and traveling. The Alternative 
Break program, which traditionally provides 
students with service-oriented break trips 
during the school year, found itself needing 
to come up with a new plan. So students 
wouldn’t miss out on meaningful engagement 
with a community, the decision was made 
to transition a one-week trip into a semes-
ter-long program affectionally dubbed the 
“Alternative Break Alternative” (ABA).

During spring semester, 14 students met twice 
a week. One day they volunteered on campus 
or at either Turn Back Time, a farm in Paxton, 
or the St. Francis & St. Therese Catholic  
Worker House, which is in Worcester.  
The second day they reflected on their  
experiences and participated in activities  
for team bonding.

The theme was “Metamorphosis and Transfor-
mation” and, fittingly, some of the students 
were so transformed by their experience that 
they moved to make an official volunteer 
club — AMCares — to, as they put it, “make 
volunteering even more accessible to the  
college community.” One more reason why 
Anna Maria students are exceptional!

Chapel Renovations

The Madore Chapel of Cardinal Cushing Hall 
is receiving some much-needed love this fall, 
with new drywall and painting as well as new 
flooring, among other updates. Important 
prayer spaces around campus, used for  
contemplation and moments of tranquility in 
the hectic lives of college students, have also 
been revitalized.

Faith and Service

“Volunteering through ABA/ 

campus ministry was very  

beneficial to the Anna Maria  

College community, as well as to 

the larger surrounding community. 

Working at our volunteer sites  

gave me a very rewarding sense  

of accomplishment.”

Peter Walsh ’22

Alternative Break Program student volunteers working 

on and off campus

Learn 
More
About the 
Prayer Book
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A 
new face on campus this fall is that of Sherman Cowan, 

the Director of Diversity and Inclusion for Anna Maria 

College. For the past 24 years, Cowan’s day job was 

working in residential life at Wellesley College. On weekends 

and during the summer, Cowan was an inspector general 

(IG) in the Air National Guard, tackling high-level issues and 

complaints. Before that, he was the Chief of Military Equal 

Opportunity, handling diversity, equity, and inclusion. After 

31 years in the service, Cowan retired, looking forward, he 

says, to having his weekends back. And yet eventually he 

realized that something was missing. Working with students, 

working with issues of equity and inclusion — he really 

enjoyed those aspects of his life and wanted to be involved 

with them again.  

And that’s when he came across the job posting of the  

Director of Diversity and Inclusion at Anna Maria College.  

Now, among his other duties, Cowan is responsible for  

advising three student groups — Black Student Union, 

Latinos Unidos, and PRIDE (“I want to make sure I’m giving 

the students what they want,” he says) — as well as work-

ing with other offices on campus to see how they can come 

together around the key issues of inclusivity and diversity.  

Looking to advance his own education (Cowan has a BA 

from SUNY-Oswego in history and psychology and an MA in 

counseling psychology), he has been accepted into an EdD 

program and will begin next year. 

As a resource, his door is always open: “I continue to learn 

things about student needs,” he says. “I look forward to 

hearing people’s stories and discovering how I can help.”  

  FACULTY STORY

Sherman greeting students in the Bishop Flanagan Campus Center.

Welcome to 
Sherman Cowan  

Director of Diversity and Inclusion

“I look forward to hearing people’s stories and discovering how I can help.”
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TRIBUTE EVENT

Anna Maria College commemorated the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks with an interfaith tribute on Caparso Field 

organized by College Deacon John “Jack” Franchi ’11, ’12G. Religious leaders, public officials, military officers, first responders, 

members of the Anna Maria community and neighboring towns gathered to hear from distinguished guests and dedicate a 

“Freedom Tree” memorial to the lives lost. As the keynote speaker, former Boston Police Commissioner and Anna Maria College 

alumnus Ed Davis ’90G offered a personal reflection about his experience at Ground Zero and the courage of first responders. 

John Creamer, husband of Tara Creamer who was aboard American Airlines Flight 11, was a special guest along with his family. 

The Massachusetts Air National Guard honored the ceremony with a flyover.

September 11th  
Remembrance Ceremony

Photos 
& Video 
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SAVE THE DATE

2021 PRESIDENTIAL SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS:

Dr. Matilde Castiel 

Commissioner of Health and  

Human Services for the  

City of Worcester

Enmanuel “Manny” Familia ’23 

Police Officer for the City  

of Worcester  

(Awarded Posthumously)

Christopher A. Koretski ’16 

Firefighter/EMT–Centerville- 

Osterville-Marston’s Mills  

Fire District

SAVE THE DATE

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022

AC Marriott, Worcester, MA

The annual Celebration of Service and Success is a tribute to the men and women of Anna 

Maria College who play a vital role in our community. The celebration will showcase the 

character and community impact of Anna Maria’s current undergraduate and graduate 

students, faculty, and alumni. President Mary Lou Retelle will recognize the three 2021 

Presidential Award Recipients with the prestigious Presidential Service Award to honor 

their steadfast commitment to bettering the lives and well-being of others.
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from the Behavioral Health  

Workforce Education and Training 

Program of the Health Resourc-

es and Services Administration. 

Through the grant, Anna Maria 

students in either the master of 

arts in counseling psychology 

program or the master of social work (MSW) program will be 

eligible to receive a stipend, assistance, and interdisciplinary 

training to strengthen their competencies. 

As director of MSW, Lenore Rust knows that many area 

residents are limited in their access to behavioral health care, 

primarily because of barriers such as healthcare costs, travel 

distances, and the shortage of licensed practitioners in  

their towns.

“Because so many of our graduates become part of the 

workforce in Central Massachusetts, this grant is very strate-

gic in how it will strengthen the College’s ability to prepare 

students for professional careers and bolster the region’s 

behavioral health network,” said President Mary Lou Retelle.

In the past decade, the demand for access to behavioral health services in Central Massachusetts 

has been rapidly increasing. According to a June 2020 Centers for Disease Control survey, 40.9 

percent of respondents reported an adverse mental or behavioral health condition, includ-

ing those who reported symptoms of anxiety disorder or depressive disorder associated with 

COVID-19. 

Stepping Up  
to Strengthen  
the Region’s  
Behavioral Health 
Workforce

GRANTS AND GIVING

T
his year, Anna Maria was 

awarded a multiyear federal 

grant of almost $2 million 

to increase the quality and quan-

tity of mental health practitioners 

and substance-use treatment  

providers in Massachusetts, 

particularly in high-need and high-demand rural areas. The 

funding will support the education and clinical practices of 

mental health counseling and social work students at the 

College. Anna Maria was the only college in Central  

Massachusetts to receive this award.

“In Massachusetts, there’s a shortage of master’s degree– 

level behavioral health professionals, particularly in rural 

communities where the demand for services is high,” said 

John Pratico ’09G, director of Psychology Programs and 

assistant professor of Psychology at Anna Maria. “This grant 

will help our students address the critical needs of  

communities in which they live and work.” 

The project, called Internships Need: Trainings, Experientials, 

Resources, Networks (INTERN), is designed to interest more 

students in behavioral health careers. The funding comes 

“This grant will help our students address  

the critical needs of communities in  

which they live and work.”

Pictured: John Pratico, ’09G, MA, CAGS, PsyD, LMHC, Assistant Professor of Psychology.  

Director of Psychology Programs. 
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GRANTS AND GIVING

As an economist and college professor, Stephen Wu is well versed in the complexity of business 

models — and also able to explain them in the simplest of terms.

Stephen Wu, P ’23

W
hen you go to a store, you know you’re paying 

above and beyond what it costs to produce 

the item you’re buying. But colleges don’t work 

that way,” he says. “In fact, the cost of educating a student is 

generally more than the full price of tuition, so they count on 

philanthropy as a source of revenue.” And for a small school 

like Anna Maria, he adds, every dollar — and every donor — 

makes a difference.

“When I think about philanthropy, I think about impact and 

need,” says Wu. “I’m inspired to give to Anna Maria College 

knowing that it’s a place where a gift of a thousand dollars, 

for example, can go a long way.” 

Wu understands that for many families, including his, it can 

feel like a stretch, financially and philosophically, to make a 

gift on top of tuition. But he also recognizes the important 

role of participation as a way of building relationships, and 

habits. “Sometimes it’s just about getting into that spirit,”  

Wu says. This is a value he’s instilled in son Caleb ’23, a sports 

management major and soccer player, who also makes an  

annual donation to Anna Maria College — even just $5 up to 

$25 — as a show of support for the school and its mission, 

which is grounded in caring, community, and lifelong learning. 

It’s a program that has served his son well. “He’s had the  

ability to study something he enjoys and has a passion for,” 

says Wu. “And because it’s a small institution, he can  

participate in intercollegiate athletics, which was a dream of 

his, too. It’s been such a positive and meaningful experience; 

being able to give is a way of acknowledging and showing 

appreciation for that.” 

Wu and his family live in New Hartford, 

in upstate New York, not far from the 

campus of Hamilton College, where Wu 

teaches. And although he himself attend-

ed larger universities, as a parent and 

professor, Wu is a big believer in a small 

liberal arts education centered on the 

undergraduate experience. It ties into his 

reasons for giving: the power of a dollar 

and the importance of participation. 

“I think about the difference between giving to big national 

organizations versus supporting a local homeless shelter,”  

he says. “Both very deserving, but when it comes to my  

own philanthropy, I think about places 

that don’t have real deep pockets that 

can really use it. If fifty or a hundred 

parents each gave what they could 

afford, even the most modest amount, 

it would add up to a significant show of 

support for the school, its students, and 

its mission.

“Anna Maria tries to be as generous as 

possible with scholarships and aid,” he says. “And they’re 

able to do what they’re doing, in part, because of the  

generosity of others.”

“When I think about  

philanthropy, I think about 

impact and need.”

Stephen Wu, P’23 enjoying a visit to campus
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

B
oth Adam and Liz knew that Anna Maria was the right 

place to pursue their passions and career paths, and to 

grow as people. “Anna Maria makes sure you get every 

ounce of the education you deserve,” Liz says, “and the  

challenging curriculum helps you become a critical thinker, 

even if you didn’t consider yourself one.” 

“When I think about Anna Maria College,” says Adam,  

“a couple of the words that come to mind are success and  

preparedness.”

Liz agrees: “Anna Maria did a wonderful job preparing us for 

the real world, which is of course always changing,” she says. 

“A big part of that was giving us the tools and the grace to 

get through life’s challenges, whether that’s a college  

research paper or the current pandemic.” 

As professionals on the front line during COVID-19, the  

Martins relied on tools and grace more than ever as life — 

and work — changed in an instant. For Adam, simple calls 

became far more complicated as responders took extra 

precautions, such as PPE and decontamination protocols. 

And although he found himself in new territory, Adam felt 

as ready as he could have been. “My fire 

and management classes at Anna Maria 

gave me an understanding of the prepara-

tion that goes into all sorts of emergency 

planning,” he says.

“After teaching for seven years, the switch 

to remote learning was scary; there was 

so much uncertainty,” says Liz. “Teaching 

is a hands-on job and it hurt so much not 

to be able to be with my students each 

day. During my time at Anna Maria, 

I learned that there are many types of 

learners, and it’s my job to teach all of them, 

even during hard times.”  

During the pandemic in particular, Liz says, 

she has found comfort in a quote from  

Mother Teresa: “Spread love everywhere you 

go. Let no one ever come to you without 

leaving happier.”

Grace and Grit  
Liz (Nolin) Martin ’11, ’13G and Adam Martin ’11 at the ready to serve

These apples didn’t fall far from their family trees: Adam’s father was a fire captain in Putney, 

Vermont, and Liz’s parents are both educators. “I guess you could say it’s in our blood,” says Liz.

“I can’t thank  

Anna Maria enough for 

bringing us together.”

“This is what I try to do with my students,” 

says Liz. “And they give me love and hap-

piness in return.”

Family life is, of course, no different. 

“We’re extremely faith based in all we do,” 

says Liz. “Our children know they’re loved, 

well protected, and well cared for. I believe 

it starts at home, and for those who may 

not have had it in their own life, Anna  

Maria is that home for all of us.”

Liz and Adam credit the College for grounding 

them and giving them a start, both personally 

and professionally. “I can’t thank Anna Maria 

enough for bringing us together,” says Liz, 

“and for the careers we love. There are many 

people and professors who helped us get to 

where we are, and we’re so grateful.”

Liz (Nolin) Martin ’11, ’13G and Adam Martin ’11 with sons Connor and Mason
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

I
t’s often said by those who work and study here that the 

Anna Maria College community feels like a family. But 

for the Friases, it’s not just a feeling, it’s also the reality 

— and has been from the moment Luis Frias ’83 set foot on 

campus as a star basketball recruit in the late 1970s. 

“I was in touch with the coach and I told him, ‘I’ll go if my 

brother can go, too.’ After meeting Ray, Coach agreed,”  

says Luis. “We were from New York City, 

so this was a totally different environment 

from what we were used to, but it didn’t 

matter. We felt part of this community 

from the beginning, and were able to build 

lasting relationships.” 

Lasting relationships, and also a legacy: 

Luis’s son and wife are also proud Anna 

Maria College alumni: Luis II ’13 earned  

his BA in legal studies and Doretha ’18, 

’19G earned both a bachelor’s degree and 

a master’s in social work. Daughter Brianna was also involved 

at the College, helping to teach and train the Anna Maria 

women’s basketball team following her graduation from 

Providence College.

“Anna Maria received all of us with open arms and delivered 

on its promise of a good education, friendly people, and, for 

Ray and myself, the opportunity to build an athletic pro-

gram,” says Luis, who is still involved as an assistant women’s 

basketball coach at the same college where he blazed a trail 

for other athletes, on and off the court. The Frias brothers 

are both members of the Anna Maria Athletics Hall of Fame, 

though sadly Ray ’84 passed away in 2009. “Ray was a great 

roommate and teammate, and a big part of Anna Maria and 

the larger community,” says Luis. “He’s very missed.”

A shared school experience brought this close family even 

closer, says Luis II, who transferred in as a sophomore.  

“I showed up and everyone already knew my dad,” he says. 

“I was even given the same ID number, and my dorm room in 

Madonna Hall was directly above where he had lived.” Both 

men also played basketball and were involved in residence 

The Frias Family
Four Alumni, One Shared Experience 

life, father as an RA and son, later, as an RD. “This connection 

was a special thing for our family,” says Luis II, “and when my 

mom went a few years later, it was even more so.”

Doretha had spent many years working in the health service 

field, but was ready to build on her experience and educa-

tion. “It was my husband and son’s love and passion for Anna 

Maria, the small class sizes, and the feel of home that inspired 

me to go,” she says. 

“Even though I wasn’t a traditional stu-

dent,” she says, “my professors embraced 

and reassured me and made me feel like  

I belonged. They’re true to their word that 

they care about us not only as students, 

but as human beings, too.” 

Today, Doretha brings that same support 

and empathy to her work as a clinical 

director at a women’s substance-abuse 

program. “I learned from my professors 

the importance of meeting people where they’re at and be-

ing supportive without enabling them,” she says. “Anna Maria 

College gives you the will to serve, to bring others up and be 

there for them the way they were for you.”

Her son Luis II agrees: “It’s a place where the students, facul-

ty, and staff are all invested in making sure you’re okay and 

thriving,” he says. “I didn’t know it then, but my time at Anna 

Maria was probably the most transformational period of my 

life and a big reason why I ended up in higher education 

myself.” Luis II is assistant director for academic programs in 

the College of Engineering at Northeastern University, where 

his focus is on the recruitment, retention, and mentoring of 

underrepresented students in STEM fields.

“I’m so proud of Luis and Doretha,” says the senior Frias.  

“For them to share the sentiments my brother Ray and I  

felt back when we were there means a lot. I’ve always said  

that Anna Maria is a little heaven between Rutland and  

Worcester. It’s such a welcoming place that once you  

go there, it’s almost impossible to break ties.”

“... the students, faculty,  

and staff are all invested in 

making sure you’re okay  

and thriving.”

Doretha Frias ’18, Luis Frias ’83, and Luis Frias II ’13
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COMMENCEMENT 

72nd Commencement  
Anna Maria College hosted its 72nd Commencement exercises on its beautiful 

campus, in Paxton, over the weekend of May 21 through May 23. Several ceremo-

nies took place for the Class of 2021, by cohort, as well as one for the returning 

Class of 2020. The Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester, cele-

brated a Baccalaureate Mass for all graduates and their families. 

Three honorary degrees were awarded. William B. Evans ’95G, executive director of public safety, chief of police 

for Boston College and former Boston police commissioner, received an honorary doctorate of public admin-

istration. Evans was the featured speaker at Sunday’s Commencement exercises. New York Times best-selling 

author and illustrator Jarrett J. Krosoczka was awarded an honorary doctorate of communications; he addressed 

students attending Friday and Saturday’s exercises. And Rita M. DeRoy, SSA ’68, an Anna Maria College trustee, 

received an honorary doctorate of business administration during Saturday’s Commencement.

The College also conferred awards of distinction on three undergraduates: Class of 2021 members Ashley Gussiel 

Lopez, of Brighton, Mass. (the Bishop Timothy J. Harrington Award); Katelyn Marie Sable, of Epping, N.H. (the 

Sr. Yvette E. Bellerose Award); and Meaghan Rose Walsh, of Holden, Mass. (the Dr. Bernadette Madore Award).
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COMMENCEMENT

72ND COMMENCEMENT

SAVE THE DATE !  COMMENCEMENT WEEKEND 2022

Commencement 2022   |   Monday, May 9th, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.   |   DCU Center in Worcester, MA

Baccalaureate Mass   |   Sunday, May 8, 2022, 5:00 p.m.   |   Anna Maria College campus
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ATHLETICS  |   NEWS

Congratulations 

2021 Eastern Collegiate Football 
Conference Champions!

In Their Own Words 
Athletics at Anna Maria — Past, Present, and Future

From croquet and half-court basketball to a turf field with football under the lights, athletics at Anna Maria have changed with 

the times. We asked some of the many people who have had a hand in the development of our program to talk about their 

memories and their hopes for the future.

It’s a little-known fact that back in the 
early 1960s we had a women’s basketball 
team. Sister Antoinette Marie was our 
coach, we “girls” were still playing half 
court, as we weren’t allowed to use the 
full court. Two dribbles only! As they say, 
we’ve come a long way. 

FRAN CROWLEY HIRST ’64

Our student-athletes are eager to com-

pete and have a quality experience both 

on and off the field. We’re working hard 

to create as many opportunities as pos-

sible for student leadership, community 

service, and academic success. 

JOSEPH BRADY ’96,  
CURRENT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

The main message is the same: You’re 

here for four years, but you’re learning 

valuable lessons on the field and on the 

court and in the classroom that will last 

you a lifetime. 

DAVID SHEA ’93 ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR 2006–2011

Through basketball, I’ve learned to be a 

leader and to set an example. I also know 

how important it is to have someone to 

look up to, and would love to be a model 

for young girls and show them that with 

hard work, anything is possible. 

FRANNY HAMMOND ’21 ’22G

A major part of the enrollment of any 

small college is the recruitment of  

student-athletes. These are athletes who 

are motivated in their sport but also  

involved in other meaningful activities, 

and it’s really exciting to see.

SERGE DEBARI, ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR 2016–19

Our first team to compete was women’s 

basketball. From the beginning, we told 

the kids, “You’re going to take some hits 

and it won’t be easy, but we’re planting 

seeds for the future.”

STEVE WASHKEVICH, FIRST 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, 1977–97

A LOOK BACK TO  

ANNA MARIA’S NCAA TEAMS

Top: 2021 ECFC Championship Football team

Above: 1996 Sweet Sixteen Men’s Basketball

Bottom: 2013 NECC Championship Field Hockey
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NEWS   |   ATHLETICS

Congratulations to the 2020  

Athletics Hall of Fame Inductees    

The year 2020 marked the seventh 

Anna Maria Athletics Hall of Fame 

class. We’re pleased to welcome 

the five inductees who will join the 

ranks of the 26 current Hall of Fame 

members, who are athletes, coaches, 

administrators, and staff. 

The Athletics Hall of Fame, estab-

lished in 1993, recognizes individuals 

who have distinguished themselves 

through their involvement in Anna 

Maria’s athletics program and 

demonstrated outstanding character, 

leadership, commitment, and  

sportsmanship.

The 2020 Inductees

Matthew Brennon ’04  

Men’s basketball 

Meghan DePatsy ’07  

Women’s basketball and soccer

Kelly Downey ’05  

Women’s basketball and soccer

Ray Frias ’84  

Men’s basketball, baseball,  

and soccer

Nancy Naroian 

Retired Athletics Department  

secretary

HALL OF FAME

Spotlight on Athletics

To learn more about the 2020 Hall of 

Fame inductees, visit goamcats.com

CARL ST. PAUL ’21 the football team’s safety, is captain 

for the third consecutive season. A native New Yorker, 

he’s now pursuing his MBA. “Carl St. Paul is a leader,” 

says Dan Mulrooney, head football coach. “He’s some-

one who does things the right way by example. He’s 

a great student, a trusted community member on 

campus, and a fantastic athlete. During his five 

years, he’s been instrumental in the turnaround of 

the program in so many ways. I’m very proud of his 

overall commitment and development.” 

FRANCESCA “FRANNY” HAMMOND ’21, ’22G  

has been named captain of the women’s  

basketball team. An MBA student, Franny  

begins her final season on the AMC court,  

defending the AMCATS as a point guard. 

Her freshman-year record in assists still 

stands. Melissa Paulhus ’97, head  

women’s basketball coach, says,  

“Franny’s contribution to our program 

can’t be measured by statistics alone. Her 

dedication, commitment, and love of the 

game are unmatched, and we’re blessed to 

have her. I’m in my first year as head coach, and 

I wouldn’t have any other captain by my side.” KONSTANTINOS “KOSTA” DROSIDIS ’22 

who comes from Holden, is the Great  

Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC) 

Academic All-Conference 2021 Player of 

the Year in baseball. As an infielder 

and right-handed slugger, he helped 

lead the AMCATS to a banner sea-

son and the top seed in the GNAC 

tournament. Kosta — the 2019 GNAC 

Rookie of the Year — was among the 

league leaders in multiple categories, slashing 

.391/.465/.682 with five home runs, nine  

doubles, four triples, 35 runs, and 33 RBI.  

Says Coach Dan Briand, “Kosta is one of the 

best baseball players ever at Anna Maria  

College. He’s an even better person, though, 

and that’s what makes me the proudest of  

all his achievements.”

KEANNAH DUNSMORE ’22 is captain of the 

women’s soccer team. “Keannah is an exemplary 

student-athlete,” says Lindsey Garvey, assistant 

athletics director and head women’s soccer 

coach. “Her commitment, hard work, and  

approach to being a teammate are the reasons 

she was named 2021 co-captain of the women’s 

soccer team. It’s been a pleasure coaching 

Keannah, knowing she’s consistently  

determined to improve on the field and 

excel in the classroom.” A native of  

Georgia, Vermont, Keannah is  

double-majoring in forensic criminology 

and health science and was named to the 

GNAC High Honor Roll. 



24       2021  |  SPECIAL ISSUE  ANNIVERSARY 75

Annual Report of Giving

Thank you!

July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021
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Diane Gould is President and CEO of Advocates, a human services agency which serves Central and Eastern Massachusetts. 

She brings over 30 years of expertise in community-based services which promote empowerment, inclusion, and economic and 

health equity. She is the recipient of the Association for Behavioral Healthcare’s 2007 Robert A. Dorwart Award for Community 

Mental Health Leadership, the 2011 Deborah Blumer Community Health Leader Award from the MetroWest Health Foundation, 

the 2015 MassPRA Public Advocacy Award and The Providers’ Council’s 2020 Chief Executive Officer Award. She is a founding 

member of the MetroWest Mental Health and Substance Abuse Task Force, serves as a board member of several organizations 

including the Massachusetts Providers’ Council and the Association for Behavioral Healthcare. She holds a Master’s in Social 

Work from Simmons University and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Massachusetts Amherst with a concentration in 

English and Women’s Studies. 

Welcome Our New Trustee

Sr. Yvette E. Bellerose 

Province Leader 

Sisters of Saint Anne

Peter J. Dawson 

Partner 

Mirick O’Connell

Sr. Rita M. DeRoy 

Sisters of Saint Anne

Gerard A. Dio ’91G 

Retired Fire Chief 

Worcester Fire Department

Diane E. Gould, LICSW 

President and CEO 

Advocates, Inc.

Maureen A. Griffin 

Former VP, Benefits Operations 

Unum

Abraham W. Haddad 

Retired Dentist, Leader of Economic 

Development in Central Mass.

Kimberly A. Kennedy ’97G 

Vice President/Chief Operating Officer 

The Hanover Insurance Group

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Barbara G. Lyman ’69 

Senior Associate Vice Chancellor for 

Academic & Student Affairs 

PA State System of Higher Eds.

Julia M. McNamara, Ph.D. 

President Emerita 

Albertus Magnus College

Sr. Kateri Mitchell ’71 

Sisters of Saint Anne

Timothy P. Murray 

President and CEO 

Worcester Reg. Chamber of Commerce

Michael T. Nockunas ’11, ’12G 

Federal Court Officer 

U.S. Federal Courthouse

Robert E. Paulsen, Jr. ’98G 

SVP, Regional Commercial Banking Manager 

Middlesex Savings Bank

Christopher M. Powers 

Senior VP, Employee Benefits 

Risk Strategies Company

Rev. Richard F. Reidy 

Vicar General Diocese of Worcester 

Christ the King Parish

Mary Lou Retelle 

President of Anna Maria College

John L. Shea 

Chief Technology Officer 

Advent International-Boston

David H. Smith 

CEO and Treasurer 

Washburn-Garfield Corporation

John J. Spillane 

Partner 

Spillane & Spillane, LLP

Dennis J. Thompson ’79G 

President and Owner 

Thompson Benefit Group, Inc.

David P. Trainor 

VP of Human Resources 

Boston College

Stephen H. Yerdon 

Retired Executive Director 

Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you.

During this unprecedented year, your commitment to  

Anna Maria College has been transformational. As our students  

prepare to become changemakers in their communities,  

I want to express my gratitude for your generosity.”  

John J. Spillane, Esq., Chair, Board of Trustees, Anna Maria College
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F
ollowing is our annual donor report. I think you’ll be pleased to 

discover that your total gifts and pledges reached the $510,000 

mark in 2020–2021. I’m especially delighted that giving spanned 

the generations, from our 66th anniversary class to our newly minted 

graduates. 

Gifts to the Annual Fund totaled $380,466. The Week of Giving exceed-

ed our goal: More than 575 of you participated — what a way to honor 

Blessed Marie Anne Blondin’s birthday and the 75th anniversary of the 

founding of the College. 

By all indicators, our momentum continues to build, and your generosity 

is the reason why. As we head into our 76th year of providing higher edu-

cation, I’m profoundly grateful for the Anna Maria community, both the 

remarkable faculty, staff, and students here on campus and the alumni, 

parents, and friends who believe in and respond to the College’s mission.

I look forward to updating you on more Anna Maria successes and to 

making some big announcements in 2022 — as well as completing my 

graduate program, in May, in the company of so many fellow students 

who have become friends.  

Happy reading!

A Message from…  
Executive Director of Institutional Advancement 

Bridget M. Leung-Rogala ’22G

BY THE NUMBERS

663
Alumni

44
Corps & 
Foundations

21
Trustees

56
Faculty & 
Staff

43
Parents & 
Past Parents

104
Current 
Students

61
Friends

992
TOTAL

Donors

Type Amount

Unrestricted $ 510,126

Restricted $ 243,929

Grants &  $ 524,500 
Foundations 

Total $ 1,278,555

“… Our momentum  

continues to build, and  

your generosity is the  

reason why.”

Bridget M. Leung-Rogala ’22G
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LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ($10,000+)

Anonymous

George I. Alden Trust •
Joseph Bafaro Hon. ’11 •
Maureen Logan Coghlin ’57, Hon. ’16

Maureen Logan Coghlin Fund of the Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation •
Congress Asset Management • 

Peter Dawson •* 

Fundamental Sports •
George and Brenda Gehring •
George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation •
Jeanne Tetreault Gibbard ’66 •+

Joan Hunter ’72

Mimi Besch Krug ’67 

Julia McNamara •*
Carole Emery Nowak ’66 +

Paul Quaranto ’11G •
Reliant Foundation, Inc. •
Rena Richard ’55 

Sisters of Saint Anne, Marlborough, MA

Sodexo •
John Spillane •*
Martha and Douglas Waite •

FOUNDRESS CIRCLE ($5,000 – $9,999)

Anthony-Arthur Foundation

Michael and Lisa Bibbey • 

Boston Mutual Life Insurance Co

Citizens Bank • 

Gerard Dio ’91G Hon ’16 •*
Paul DiPierro • 

Rosemary Rossetti DiPierro ’72 

Linda Haeberle Hamm ’82 • 

FY21 Annual Report of Giving

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING

KEY TO DONOR GIVING

 *  Trustee

	 s Alumni Association Board Member

 + Deceased

	 H	 Faculty/Staff

Lloyd Hamm, Jr. ’81 ’83G •
Dorothy Gasper Iorio ’64 

Timothy Murray •*
Christopher Powers •*
Mary Lou Retelle •*H

John Shea ’90G •* 

Dennis Thompson ’79G •*
Stephen Wu •

CHARTER CIRCLE ($2,500 – $4,999)

Kate Sullivan Birtwell ’71 

Blanche Walsh Charity Trust • 

Julie Malsch Buck ’71 • 

Lynn McCarthy Butler ’86 • 

Coghlin Electrical Contractors •
Nancy and Edward Connor, Jr. •H

Country Bank •
Mary Lou Gannon Farrell ’57 

Abraham Haddad •* 

John Hamel •H

IBM Matching Grants Program • 

Kimberly Ragsdale Kennedy ’97G •*
Andrew Klein •
Jennifer Klein ’10G •  

Barbara Gallow Lyman ’69 •* 

Michael Nockunas ’11 ’12G •* 

Barbara Nolder Tremain ’65 

Robert Paulsen, Jr. ’98G •* 

Marguerite Ranucci ’71 

Rich Rosen •
Risk Strategies Company • 

Wiley & Sons Inc. • 

Stephen Yerdon •* 

Mildred Zweir 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE ($1,000 – $2,499)

AP Services, Inc

Archstone Financial •
David Armstrong ’99 ’01G •
Bank of England Mortgage

Benevity •
Ann-Marie Farley Bond ’66 • 

Doris Brodeur ’72 •
Bowdoin Construction Corp •
Michael Burlas •H

Norma Barbeau Burnett ’67 

Christina Callahan Hayes ’67 •
Stephen Carey ’81 ’95G • 

Stella Citrano • 

Nancy Coghlin

James Coghlin Sr. •
Colonial Property Services • 

Shawn Conway ’85 •s

Cornerstone Bank • 

Country Bank • 

Catherine Riordan Delaney ’57

Joanne Engel ’67 • 

Mary Burke Fallon ’60 • 

Fallon Health •
Kay and Dave Flick H

Elizabeth Cronin George ’65

Goulet, Salvidio & Associates, P.C. •
Hanover Insurance Group • 

Linda Cartier Hart ’73 •
Janice Sullivan Higgins ’57 •
James Hubert •
J. J. Bafaro Inc. •
Ann LaPointe Krajewski ’67 •

Susan and Jeffrey Lagarce •
Leominster Credit Union •
Bridget Leung-Rogala •H

Nicole Brennan McCarthy ’67 •
Anne Provost Messier ’59 •
Brianne Morrow Miers ’08 ’12G

Michael Miers ’07 ’15G •H

Constance Morrison ’60, ’77G, Hon. ’02 •
National Medical Education & Training Center •
Newburyport Bank

Isidore ’97G Chizoma Nosike ’99G •
Roberta McCarty O’Brien ’57 s

Patricia O’Connor

Robert Pape Hon. ’16 •
Putnam Investments 

Henri and Marilyn Quintal •
Michelle Randall-Berry ’91 •s 

Rockland Trust •
Doryl Rourke •
Lawrence Sasso •H

Mark Savasta ’02 ’06G •H

Lawrence Silverman ’83G • 

Patricia Swistak ’65 +

David Trainor •*
Unibank • 

Frank Vaccaro • 

Village House of Pizza •
Whalley Computer • 

Frederica Williams ’94G •
Dan Vaillancourt 

MADONNA CIRCLE ($500 – $999) 

Danielle Abbott ’64 • 

Barry Ashton ’94G •  

Laurence Aucella ’82 

Don and Kathy Ball  

Douglas Barrus ’84G  

Sylvia Gregoire Berthiaume ’60 •
Bisceglia, Steiman & Fudeman, LLP •
Bob McCloskey Insurance • 

Joseph Brady ’96 •H 

Robert Carroll ’85G •  

Nancy Charest Charon ’74 

Martha Krom Chiarchiaro ’78 ’85G s

Elizabeth Chickering ’74 • 

Isidore ’97G and Chizoma Nosike

David, Marylynn, Mary Elizabeth, Jim & Ed Clune

Shawn Conrad ’00G •H 

John Conte • 

Estate of Yvonne Corporan • 

Alfred Cournoyer • 

Michael Cox •H   

Nancy Perkins Cox ’67 • 

Dianne O’Coin Cummings ’67 • 

Rita DeRoy SSA ’68 * 

Donna Divenuti • 

Nancy Dowd ’19 •H 

George and Lisa Drosidis • 

E.L. Harvey & Sons, Inc. •
Alan Feltham ’77G H  

Maryclare Luby Forry ’67 • 

Pierce Forward 

Pauline Raboin Gagne ’58 

George Gehring  

Paula Green •  

Rosalie Rocheleau Grenon ’60 

Maureen Halley •H  

Christine Holmes •H  

LOYALTY SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

Loyal donors are the cornerstone of Anna 
Maria’s success, providing the means by which 
the College can carry out its mission of  
educating students to become individuals 
who will transform their world as ethical  
leaders and community-oriented  
professionals.

Bold  LIFETIME LEVEL 
  (20+ years of giving)

 • MILESTONE LEVEL 
  (5–19 years of giving)

 • CHARTER LEVEL 
  (2–4 years of giving)
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Doris Huard ’95 ’98G • 

Mary Ellen McNamara Kroll ’58 

Alice Lambert ’87 sH 

Walter and Judith Lesiak • 

Patricia Duffy Lynch ’72 • 

Ann Marden  

Marilyn Markarian ’75

Nancy Mrzyglod ’74 • 

Murray & Murray, LLP 

Dan Mulrooney •H  

Charlene Lowell Nemeth ’70 

Linda Bell Nolin ’12G •H 

Oceans Promotions • 

Pagano Media •
Paul Phillips •H  

Polar Beverages •  

Rev. Richard Reidy •* 

Claudette Emond Rice ’71 • 

Kathleen Rowe ’92 •s 

Kevin Smith ’88 • 

Cindy and Edward Sullivan ’92 • 

Kent Tree

Town of Paxton • 

Gail Szczurko Treffinger ’69 •
David Walker ’80G • 

MIRIAM CIRCLE ($250 – $499)

Ursula Arello ’98G •H  

Joseph Baniukiewicz ’88, ’05G • 

Suzanne Roy Barnicle ’66 • 

Timothy Benison ’88 • 

James Bidwell •H  

Eric Boll ’14, ’18G •s 

Ernest Brooks ’14 •s 

David Brough ’00, ’01G • 

Maureen Moriarty Caplette ’57 

Todd Carroll ’01 • 

Kelly Champagne •H  

Paul and Karen Ciance •H 

Ellen Hussey Clark ’59 • 

Katherine Clarke ’77G • 

Marilyn Cocozza Trillo ’70 • 

Gail Parshley Crane ’64 

Anne Marie Gudejko Crownfield ’63 •
Karen and Sergio DeBari • 

Jean Desto •H  

Bradford Dodge ’78 • 

David Dorman • 

Gail Cole Drake ’73 • 

Brian Erickson •
Mary Flynn Faddick ’64 •
Deacon John Franchi ’11 ’12G • 
Kathleen Gallagher ’71 •
Daniel Grammel ’19

Pamela VanOstrand Graves ’75, ’81G

Gary Guglielmello •
Marie Harrington Guman ’70

Lesley Weber Gustafson ’79 ’82G •
Gloria Zarrella Hand ’55

Richard Hanlon ’85G • 

Marguerite LaBrie Houde ’56 

Cheryl Dupont Izyk ’72 s

Maureen McGady Kelleher ’65 •
Holly Kelley ’71 •
Suzanne Chapdelaine Kelly ’59 

Anne Laliberte ’62

Kathleen Driscoll Larson ’68

Marsha Lavoie • 

Jane Lovett ’65 •
George Lund • 
Donald Maloney •
Elzbieta Sobocinski Manos ’86 ’88G H

Robert Marifiote •  

Stacey Reilly McCorison ’78 • 

Judith Rioux Medeiros ’66 •
Marie Paradis Meegan ’60 

Patricia Mezynski ’77 •
Garfield Morrison Jr ’81G

Alexander Mowatt ’19G •H

Arlene Laflash Murray ’69 

Kathleen Weldon Newcomer ’65

Timothy O’Brien ’96 •s

Margaret Olson ’83G • 

Everett Pierce ’09G •H 

Leocadia Linga Pietrewicz ’67 

Rollande Quintal, SSA ’62 •H

Christine Parenteau Saulnier ’61

Ronald Senez ’85 • 

Patricia Shaffer •H

Janice Silva ’57

David Smith •* 

Brian Talbot

Gina Oliva Tarolli ’83 • 

Dino Tarquinio •
Stephen Washkevich • 

Bernadette Pipczynski Wyman ’64

AMCAT CIRCLE ($100 – $249)

Mary Archambeault Abair ’65 

Isau Adebimpe ’84G •  

Paula Jean Alexandrowicz ’71 • 

Sr. Ines Almeida SSA • 

Mary Lou O’Brien Anderson ’65 • 

Donna Madaga Andren ’77 •
Carol Kingston Andrus ’71 •
Sunny Flynn Armstrong ’68 

Marilyn Atchue ’84 • 

Sr. Muriel Audette, SSA ’60 • 

Rosemary Lee Barat ’58 • 

Donald and Christine Baril ’89 

Rochelle Robitaille Barry ’67 •
John Basile  

Sr. Patricia Bassett, SSA ’72 • 

Sr. Constance Bayeur, SSA ’74 • 

Donald Beal ’80G  

Nicole Tesmer Beale ’94 • 

Russell Beaudoin ’85G • 

Paulette Bedard ’76 • 

Suellen Holly Beeman ’66 

Thomas Beers ’20G•  

Sr. Yvette Beford ’58 SSA • 

Sr. Clarisse Belanger SSA • 

Sr. Yvette Bellerose, SSA ’72 Hon. 91 •*
Linda Bendoris ’71, ’81G 

Sr. Annette Bibeau SSA, ’57 • 

Denise Gearan Bilotta ’69 • 

Bruce Blais ’78 •

Sr. Rita Blais ’69 •  

Regina Boisclair ’66 •  
Sr. Anne Marie Boudreau, SSA ’69 •
Joan Bourke-Ilves ’69 

Sr. Annette Boyer, SSA ’69 • 

Jonathan Bray ’99 ’00G • 

Cody ’13 ’14G and Brooke Brigham ’13 ’14G •sH

Denise Beaudet Brogna ’65 • 

Douglas Brown ’91G •H

Michael Brunstetter ’92• 

Robby Bryant ’14 •   

Karen Byrne ’66  

Robert Callahan ’83G • 

John Camerota ’98 • 

Ann Careau ’76

Gloria Calloway Carithers ’85G• 

Sr. Elaine Caron, SSA ’62 • 

Sr. Rita Carrier, SSA ’62 • 

Kathleen Sheehan Casey ’71 • 

Joanne Marie Cassidy ’74 • 

Lorraine Cetto ’78 •  

Victor Champagne, Jr. ’86G • 

Sr. Diana Chasse, SSA ’66 • 

Karen Goucher Chelotti ’69 • 

Sr. Helene Chevrette, SSA ’67 •
Jean Kelly Claprood ’59 • 

Terry Clark ’18G • 

Geraldine Friel Collins ’67 

Dennis Collins, Jr. ’99 • 

Anita Lanciaux Collins ’60 • 

James Colton III, ’89 •
Margaret Briand Como ’60 

Lucille Cormier ’68 • 

Sr. Lucille Cormier SASV, ’69 

James Cosgrove • 

Deborah Cox ’82G •  

Francis Dacri  

G. Richard and Mary Danner •
Sr. Yvette Dargy, SSA ’72 • 

Sharon Davenport •  

Mary Davey ’71 •  

Sr. Therese Demers, SSA ’71 • 

Matthew Denham ’14 •s 

Frank DeSantis • 

Gina Deschaine-Stone ’80 • 

Robert Desto ’86 •  

Ashley Dickinson  

Kevin Dickinson 

Margaret Kahn Dieringer ’63 •
Rose DiPietro ’98G •  

Patricia McKnight Doherty ’67 • 

Nancy Donohue-Berthiaume ’72,’77G 

Eleanor Cronin Doon ’60 

Angie Doucette •  

Karen Doucette •  

Elisabeth Driscoll ’10G • 

Sr. Jacqueline G. Dubois, SSA ’70 •
Sandra Gustafson Duguay ’08G •H

Geraldine Troio Dumas ’69 • 

M. Judith Dupuy, SSA • 

Anne Durgin ’93G  

Lawrence Dziergas •  

Linda Esper ’84 ’92G •H 

Sr. Norma Ethier, SSA ’65 • 

Sheila Donoghue Ethier ’65 

Constance Favreau ’84 ’99G 

Elizabeth Campbell Feher ’64 •
Charlene Shomphe Ferretti ’72

Michael Festin ’15G  

Richard Finnegan ’96G • 

Ethel Dube Fleming ’66 

Robert Flynn ’97G •  

Sr. Barbara Flynn, SSA ’55 • 

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING  

“I’m proud of my Anna Maria  

education. As a graduate,  

I want to support the mission  

and ideals of the College to  

help other students.” 

Lynn Shaker ’94
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Roger Foster ’19G  

Jeanne Fox  

Luid Frias ’83G  

Marcia Stuart Fritz ’71  

David Frustaci ’87G •  

Edward Gardella ’82G • 

Sr. Paulette Gardner, SSA ’67 • 

Gary Gaskin ’96 ’00G • 

David Gavin ’92 • 

Janet Bourgeois Gemborys ’69 

Victor Gemelli •  

T. Anne Gray Gemme ’58 

Shirley Sisti Geoffrion ’56 

Mark Georgeson ’85 • 

Therese Brigham Gerhardt ’84 •s	H

Michael Gerry ’86G •s

Donald Giguere ’84G • 

Marianne Curran Girouard ’67 

Maureen Glowik ’86 •  

Jose Gonsalves ’83G •  

Sr. Therese Gosselin, SSA ’61 • 

Joan-Beth Gow •H  

Maureen Lane Grandmont ’73 • 

Robert Greiner ’18G •  

Steven Grenon  

Winifred Barron Griffin ’61 • 

Eric Guglielmello H  

Betty Ann Guimond, SSA • 

Hadley Printing •  

Donald Hager III, ’95 ’96G • 

Lois Hall ’81G •  

Sr. Agnes Marie Hanks, SSA ’65 • 

Lianne McCallum-Dixon Hanlon ’74 •
Joan Dorothy Hauri ’65 • 

Sean ’83 ’85G and Maureen Havey ’84 •
Kevin Hayes ’98 • 

Deborah Sauro Hayes ’98 •
Mona Mong Heffernan ’56 • 

Joye Ritchie Helena ’89 • 

M. Diane Hendricken ’80G • 

Judith and Peter Hersey 

Frances Crowley Hirst ’64 

Noah Holland •  

Kelly ’82 and Andrew Hubacz ’82 •
Stephen Hughes ’78G • 

Theresa Emmons Jackman ’73 ’78G •
Sr. Michele Jacques, SSA ’69 Hon.’15 •
Anne Jette ’97 •  

Peronneau Johnson ’79G 

Percy Johnson ’92G •  

Bernadette Boudreau Johnson ’70

Frances Kadinoff •  

Eva McHugh Kehoe ’62• 

Susan Power Kelly ’63 • 

Patrick Kennedy •H  

Mary-Ann Matys Kirklauskas ’88G •
Sheila Cassily Koot ’66 

Christopher Koretski ’16 •s 

Steven Kwederis, Jr. ’83G • 

Carol Carignan Lachance ’69 •
Jane Ellen West LaCroix ’64 •
Evelyn Dauphinais LaDuke ’62 • 

Lynne ’87 and Dean Landry ’85 • 

Richard Laracy ’85G • 

Gerald Latham ’82G •  

Sarah Lathrop ’19 •  

Sr. Pauline Laurence, SSA ’72 • 

Katherine and Ray LeBoeuf •H

Sandra Geronda Leboeuf ’71 

Sr. Jacqueline M. LeBoeuf, SSA ’72 ’08G •
Bruce Leger ’06G • 

Christine Oates Lehane ’68 

Claire McIntyre Lent ’64 

Jay Lesniewski ’94 •  

Linda Viscosi Limoli ’70 ’80G 

Loretta Linnane  

Julia Livingstone  

Natalie Koziara Lozoski ’66 

Cecilia St. Maurice Lynch ’61 • 

Barbara Joyce Macintyre ’84 •H 

Phyllis Madigan ’64 • 

Ann Marie Rossetti Malvey ’64 • 

Ann Marie Proulx Mandeville ’73 

Sr. Pauline Marcotte, SSA ’71 • 

Kathleen and Michael Maresco • 

Arthur Martins ’95G •  

Lois Mason ’73 •
Mary Joan Bellino Mastrangelo ’71 •
Todd Matta ’96G • 

Janet McCarthy ’64 • 

Marcie McCarthy 

Daniel McCarthy ’99G • 

Irene Leo McCormick ’70 • 

Elaine Calandruccio McDonald ’67 •
Barbara ’85 G and Edward McDonald ’81G •
Elizabeth Hoey McDonough ’84G 

Robert Meomartino •  

Carol Barre Messina ’63 

Malissa O’Rourke Miot ’89 • 

Ann Marie Mires •H 

Sr. Kateri Mitchell, SSA ’71 Hon. ’05 •*
George Mitre ’04 • 

John Monahan ’90 • 

Brian Moody • 

Mary Gearin Moran ’67 • 

Michael Morgan ’12G •H 

Theresa Morin-Doyle ’87G 

Carol Morocco ’79 

Yole Morocco-Foley ’68 

Greta Morris ’82G • 

Scott Morrison ’96G •
Nancy Zalneraitis Muise ’73 

Vanda Kormanski Mullins ’66 

Ann Lavin Murphy ’64

Annette Nance Holt ’19G 

Tara Nawrocki ’97 

Birgit Nelson ’77G  

Gary Nestor ’00 ’04G •
Richard Newton ’84G • 

Linda Breau Norman ’70

Sr. Therese Noury, SSA ’68 • 

Mary McKeon O’Connell ’84 •
Ann O’Connell ’65

Michael Ofcarcik ’93 ’01G

Kathleen Roach Ohlson ’66 • 

Reagan ’08 and Lindsey Paras ’09 ’14G •H

John Patraitis ’98, ’02G •
Melissa ’97 and Jeffrey Paulhus ’97

Phyllis Pearson ’79G  

Marie Duress Peoples ’74 • 

Jeanne Provencal Perreault ’62 • 

Yvette Bourdelais Pietrangelo ’63 •
John Pino ’85G • 

Kathryn Harrington Pisk ’75 

Sr. Anne Miriam Plante, SSA ’76 • 

Cynthia Houde Pontbriant ’63 

Sr. Elaine Potvin, SSA ’72 • 

Joseph Powers ’81G •  

John Pratico ’09G H  

Paulette Prunier Pratico ’93G •
Robert Preczewski, Jr. ’90G 

Kelly Gaydusek Prendergast ’99G •s

Paul Proko ’82G H  

Gerard Proulx ’84G • 

Erline Laramee Provost ’64 • 

Marian Purington ’75 

Mary Flynn Regan ’62 •
Pauline Cloutier Reil ’64 

Marie Remillard ’84G •H

John Reno ’79G •  

Catherine Richard ’89 

Georgene Riedl ’70 • 

Mary Riordan Hon. ’78 • 

David Roadman ’86 • 

Sr. Rose Davidica Robillard, SSA ’68 •
Tina Robinson  

Janet Navaroli Robison ’68 • 

Margaret Alleva Roffee ’66 • 

Suzanne Hopfe Rohrbacher ’82 • 

Nancy Roy ’65 

Janice Ruggieri ’02 • 

Elizabeth Sabaj ’76

Linda Forchielli Sauer ’68 

Lisa Saverese Burkitt ’04 ’19G •s H

Patricia Sclafani-Hinkley ’73 • 

Mary Scott 

Sr. Doreen Scott, SSA ’86 • 

Michelle Shea • 

Pamela Sigel ’96 ’02G • 

Dena Silvia   

Joseph Simeone •  

Richard Smith ’76G •  

Stephanie Smith ’88 • 

Sr. Joyce Snyder, SSA ’62

Sally Spalding ’84 •  

Barbara Kittredge Spugnardi ’65 

Philip and Suzanne Stacy • 

Sandra Staney ’97 •  

Carol LoConto Stanton ’65 

William ’81G and Mary Stanton ’85G •
Nicole Stevens ’90 

Maryanne Kerrigan Stewart ’62 

Jean Aldinger Stewart ’84G 

William Sutherland ’81G • 

Christine Swain ’19  

Elaine Szul ’73 • 

Lucille Talbot ’93G • 

Yasuko Johnson Tanaka ’76 

Laurel Priester Tanguay ’69 • 

Jessica ’05 and Forrest Thorpe III, ’05 ’15G •
Phyllis Beaudry Tomaiolo ’65 •
Susan Trefry  

Kathryn and Gary Tureski 

Enoh Utuk Ukpong ’81 ’84G • 

Paul Vaccaro •H  

Carol Richie Vadenais ’75 • 

Lorraine Brady Vrionis ’68 • 

Susan Wallace •H  

Edward Wardzala ’79G 

Barbara Warren •H  

Eleanor Wasilak •H  

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING

“The College provides  

opportunities to those students  

seeking success and achievement.  

It did that for me, and  

I’m happy to make a gift.” 

Discell Charlton Jr. ’98G
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Nancy Wegimont ’68  

Sr. Pauline Weldon, SSA • 

Melissa Whitaker  

Mary Doyle Williams ’68 

Emily Williamson ’14 ’15G •H 

Sharon Trainor Zenevitch ’84 •

GIFTS UP TO $99

Maria Arcabascio Acquaah ’85 • 

Kathleen Airoldi ’84  

E. Altobelli   

Carolyn French Alzapiedi ’89 • 

Briana-Allyn Amissah • 

Joellen Giardiello Andrews ’05G •H

Daniel Aramini •  

Catherine Flanagan Armata ’63 • 

James Arnold ’07 •  

Rick Arseneault  

Robert Atwood  

Lorraine Sledziewski Bachand ’66 •
Paula Stoy Bafaro ’71 • 

Yannoula Thanas Ballassi ’81 ’83G •
Lincoln Barton, Sr. ’92G • 

Evelyne Thibout Battle ’79 

Kaitlin Beaulieu ’19  

Josette Beaulieu-Grace ’63 • 

Margaret Belanger ’70 • 

Lucille Bell   

Michael Belmont ’82G • 

Judith Supernor Berlane ’62•
Joan Metivier Bertrand ’78 ’81G • 

Guy Bibeau ’16 ’18G •
Maura Bigelow •  

Melisha Bingham-Hendricks

W. Lee Blackburn ’83G  

Craig Blais •H 

Kathleen Blake ’76 •  

Kimberly Bond •  

Tara D’Ambra Bond ’97 

Mary Borelli-Bean ’80 • 

Gary Boucher 

August Bouveng  

Shawn Bracebridge ’95 

Christine Brady •  

Paige Fernandes Brage ’98G • 

Barbara Braney ’00  

Eric Braxton ’01G •  

Dan Briand •H  

Joan Wynne Brunell ’68 

Pamela Brunelle •H  

Terri Buffone Buckley ’80 • 

Tyler Bulinski  

Jack Burlas •  

Brian Burlas •  

Sarah Burt   

Allison Butler ’08G • 

Robert Buyniski ’85G •
Katherine Byrne-Begin ’84G •
Leonita Bytyqi H 

Deborah Maki Callahan ’96 • 

Thomas Campion  

Susan Martel Caplette ’73 • 

Diane Capone ’98G  

Patricia Caprera •  

Marisa Carbone  

Ann and David Carboneau • 

Richard Carpenter, Jr. ’98 • 

Sabrina Carreira ’19 ’20G H 

Angela DeAngelis Casey ’69 • 

Judith Cassanelli ’72 •
Adrianna Celeste  

Leanne Campbell Chabior ’78 ’82G •
Mary Chappell • 

Discell Charlton, Jr. ’98G •
Roger Chartrand, Jr. ’96G • 

Lillian Chenell ’00 • 

Noreen Kjellberg Christie ’69 

Karoline Ciance ’21 

Keith Ciccone ’84 

Carol Clark ’86 • 

Elena Maglione Coffey ’69 ’82G

Pamela Cole ’85G • 

Rebecca Colello  

Mary Anne Sullivan Coleman ’67 •
Dennis Collins 

Brian Conrad ’13 •  

Christine Cote •  

Niamh Cote •  

Riley Cote •  

Guillaume Coulombie  

Joan Friel Cronin ’65 •
Denise Cote Cross ’76  

David Cullen ’90  

Thomas Cullinane ’80  

Jay Curran ’87 • 

Samuel Cyr Ledoux  

Sam Dahill   

Charleen Dahlin ’64 •  

Kylie Dalbec ’16 •  

Daniel Daley ’00G •  

Drew Dalton  

Julie Carlantuono D’Andrea ’75 ’80G •
Joseph D’Andrea ’91G • 

Eugene D’Angelo  

Joyce Erickson Danielson ’72 • 

Kathleen Phillips Davidson ’87G • 

Shawn Davis •  

Isabella DeBlois  

Daryana Decastro  

Erin DeCoste ’12G •H  

Carol Poirier DeCubellis ’57 

Elizabeth DeFeudis-Zelch ’74 • 

Michele Gaulin DeForest ’72 •
John Delaney •H  

Kathleen Derzius ’04 ’06G H 

Rachelle Gauthier Desrochers ’67 •
Sherri DiReda H  

James DiReda •H  

Diandre Doble ’21  

Brian Doherty ’06G •  

Jeffre Donahue ’21  

Steve Dowling  

Joyce Cournoyer Dresser ’69 

Barbara Driscoll de Alvarado •H 

Evan Dunlop  

Barbara Durost ’75 • 

Christina Dymek-Thompson ’70 

Sharyn Chavoor Eaton ’69 • 

Jessica Looney Eckstrom •H 

Dorothy Erickson H  

Andrew Ethier ’82G •  

Anthony Evans  

Mary Frances Falcione ’89 

Priscilla Farnsworth ’73 

Charlene Finnegan-LaChance ’96 •
Karyn Finneron ’98G • 

Cecelia Fitzgerald ’20  

Grace Fitzjurls  

Kathleen Flaherty ’72 ’80G • 

Evan Flick ’17 •  

Rosemary Hallinan Foley ’76 • 

John Foster, Jr. ’88G • 

Tabitha Franceschet  

Dawnisha Franklin  

Evelyn Salvadore Franzen ’74 

Bonnie Nason Frederico ’67 • 

Linda Narris Friberg ’69 ’98G 

Gail Frieswick ’84G •  

Constance Fugere ’76 •
J. Bruce Gabriel ’82G •  

Maria Gallagher  

Daniel Gallivan ’00 •  

Elizabeth Rasku Gannon ’84 ’88G •
Stefanie Falish Gannon ’05 

Susana Garcia

Ashley Garcia  

Gage Garcia ’21 

Zachary Genovezos 

Dennis Gilbert ’99G • 

Timothy Gillespie ’87 

Kathleen Kosak Gillespie ’88 

Michael Gillis ’16  

Kevin Gilmore H  

John Ginnity •  

Chloe Giordano  

Eric Glover   

Cynthia and Wayne Goodreau • 

Frank Greene ’93 •  

Gloria Lescault Grenier ’59 • 

Kevin Grey ’16 

Marjorie Guerin ’59

Melissa Guglielmello  

Eric Gustafson ’04G •  

James Hall ’80G • 

Sarah Hall   

Victoria Hammond  

Judith Hanley •  

Jonathan Hardy-Lavoie 

Katherine Stumpf Harper ’73 •
Susan Harte •  

Kerri Hassett  

Bill Hatten •  

Daniel Hayes ’91 •  

Karen Mead Healey ’83 • 

Terry Heinold ’84G •  

Ernest Henry ’89G •  

Kasir Henry  

Virginia Heslinga •  

Laurie Hickey •H  

Taylor Hoffstedt  

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING  

“At Anna Maria, I forged lasting friendships and gained solid  

leadership skills that have taken me through all facets of my life. In 2021,  

I support the College to commemorate 40 years as an alumna.”

Donna Varney Kraus ’81



2021  |  SPECIAL ISSUE  |  annamaria.edu      3175  ANNIVERSARY

Giving Online

Our secure server makes supporting 

the Anna Maria Fund quick and  

easy. We accept Mastercard, Visa, 

American Express, or Discover. 

Giving by Mail

(send check, debit/credit card info, 

or EFT)

Institutional Advancement 

Anna Maria College 

50 Sunset Lane 

Paxton, MA 01612

Giving by Phone

Call us at (508) 849-3341 to learn 

more or give today! 

Gifts of Stock

Transferring stock to Anna Maria is, 

for many, the preferred way to make 

a gift. It’s easy, and your gift is fully 

tax-deductible at the current market 

value of the stock. Contact us by 

email at giving@annamaria.edu or 

call (508) 849-3341.  

Planned Gifts

A planned gift offers potential finan-

cial and tax benefits. There are many 

ways to include Anna Maria College 

in your estate plans. Contact us with 

questions regarding a traditional 

bequest, IRA charitable rollover, life 

insurance beneficiary designation, 

real estate, or securities transfer.

Matching Gifts

Hundreds of companies nationwide 

participate in the matching gift 

program. Your company, or your 

partner’s, may be one of them. The 

idea is simple. For every dollar you 

give to Anna Maria College, your 

company may give an additional 

dollar or more; in some cases, even 

two or three. To find out whether 

your gift to Anna Maria College can 

be matched, contact your company’s 

benefits or personnel office.

Laurence Hogan ’88 •  

Michael Holbrook ’90G • 

Patricia Holland Caprera ’01G • 

Erik Hollick ’99G •
Karen Hubert •H  

Richard Hutzenbiler ’80G • 

Stephen Igo ’93G  

Irene Irudayam •H  

Eugene and Anne Irwin 

David Jacek ’83G 

Daniel Jachimczyk ’95  

C. Felice Bourgery Jakubiak ’68 • 

Erika Cannavino Johnson ’05 • 

Dianne Tarolli Johnson ’82 • 

Elizabeth Hutchins Johnson ’81 • 

Steven Johnson  

James Johnson  

Sondra Jones ’04G •  

Gift Kalombo  

David Karakeian ’92 •  

Jake Kardash ’13  

Kristen Kaufman •  

Christine Greene Keenan ’64 

John Kelly   

Thomas Kennedy ’76G • 

Alicia E. Kerr ’70 • 

Eric Knapp   

Carol Jean Knight ’83G • 

Elizabeth Zingarelli Knott ’69 

Karen Koprowski ’80G • 

Grace Kotoski  

Robert Krom ’90G •  

Emily Kropo  

Mel Kwatowski ’00 •
Diane and Chris lagasse 

John LaMothe ’15  

Sharron Lamothe ’88 • 

Matthew Landry ’13 • 

Melissa LaNeve •H  

Christine LaRocco •H  

Kathleen Larocque ’97, ’00G •
Sr. Louise Saint Blanche Lataille, SASV ’65 •
Zachary Lavoie  

Francis Leahy ’90G •  

Lisa LeBlanc •H  

Olivia Leger  

Victoria Leger  

Corinne Leung •  

Marisa Phaneuf Liebke ’97 

Jesse Limanek H 

Dan Linnane  

Sheri Linnehan •H 

Sabrina Liston  

Sally Curran Loman ’60 • 

Stacy Lord ’92  

Anneleen Lajoie Loughlin ’81 

Lizbeth Luna  

Catherine King Lunde ’70 

Tyler Lyewski  

Claire Letourneau Magee ’59 •
Laura Maguire H  

Kathleen Beddia Malatras ’75 

Sharona Mallach •H  

Michaline Chomicz Manno ’57 

LaWanda Manor ’74  

William Maradei ’15 ’16G 

Ann Gagliarducci Mariani ’62 • 

Jarrod Marifiote •  

Vathsana Marques  

Doris Martel Hernacki ’70 

Liz Martin   

Robert Martin ’92G •  

Ralph Mastrorio ’78G • 

Anne Marie Maynard ’62 • 

Jane Richardson McCracken ’76 • 

Renee McCue-Hall ’85G • 

Kayla McGrady  

Holly McHale ’95 •  

Beverly Collins McKenna ’64 • 

James McNamara ’11 ’15G • 

Carol and Thomas McSweeney 

Sean Mensah ’13 

Renee Merolli ’79 ’88G 

Peter Miller •  

Mary Ann Whitcomb Miller ’79 • 

Taylor Mills ’02G •  

Andrew Moore ’87 •  

Robin Gabrielle Moore ’73 • 

Ivonne Moore H 

Matthew ’14 and Alicia Savo Moquin ’12 •s

Marolyn Moriarty ’86G • 

Annmarie Mortimer ’76G • 

Anthony Moschetto ’89 • 

Debra Benoit Mossey ’79 • 

Sam Mucho  

Patrick Mulrooney  

Barbara McKiernan Murphy ’79 • 

Ann Murphy •H  

John Murray ’90G •  

Michelle Keith Nadow ’83 • 

Rose Nagelschmidt  

Marie Bellerive Neulieb ’72 • 

Rosa Nguyen ’02 ’09G 

Robert Nickerson ’89G • 

Frank Niotera  

Mary Sheridan Notaro ’74 • 

Makenzie O’Connor  

Nancy Ohman  

Lawrence and Marjorie Ohs • 

Patricia Flaherty Olson ’62 

John O’Malley ’87 •  

Eda Oteri ’90G •  

Joshua Otero ’14  

Jeffrey Padula ’96•  

Kathleen Paiva ’88G • 

David Papagni ’88G • 

Sarah Pappas • 

Nicholas Pappas ’94 •
Hunter Pappas

Tyler Pappas ’21 •  

Monique Legasey Pappas ’98 

Danielle Parisi ’16 •  

Elizabeth Parks ’08 • 

Ajani Parks   

Marybeth Parlato 

Jill Conte Pellegrini ’76 • 

Michael Pfeiler ’07G  

Susan Klanica Piqueira ’71 • 

Teresa Popek ’81G •  

Garry Power ’79G •  

Colton Prentiss ’14 •  

Jeffery Pringle ’91G •  

Francis Prisco ’85G •  

Janet J Provost, SSJ ’61 • 

Corinne Prunier •  

Sarah Quigley H  

Kenneth Rabidou, Jr. ’83G •
Julianne Mansueti Rabschnuk ’62

Jim Raith   

Jessy Raugene  

Stephanie Register  

Kassandra Register  

Lizette Zajko Reid ’12 •s H 

Nicholas Rempp  

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING

WAYS TO GIVE

Make  
a gift  
now! 
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James Ricci ’86G  

Brian Richard ’92 •  

Alfred Ricko ’83G •  

Michael Rivard ’76G  

Christina McWilliams Rogers ’72 •
Elizabeth Rossi ’16 •  

Angela Rossi ’19  

Sarah Rowell  

Colleen and Darren Rufo • 

Lenore Rust •H  

George Ryan ’81G  

Pat Sacco  

Patricia Jean Sadin ’67 ’92G 

Frank Salamone ’88 •  

Regina Sanderson ’18G •H 

Mark Saunders ’95G •  

Shay Savoie  

Keturah Sbrega  

Jamie Scandalito •  

Mary Schneller ’91G •  

Jeanne Scoba  

Barbara Bonetti Selinger ’69 

Robert Seltzer ’14G  

Merrill and Dorothy Seney 

Barbara Desjardins Seymour ’60 

Lynn Hakala Shaker ’94 • 

Annette Simoneau Shaw ’61 • 

Donald Shaw ’21  

David Shea ’93 ’03G •  

Donna LaPrade Shepard ’69 

Janet Minty Shirazi ’83 ’01G • 

John Shliapa •H  

Maureen Kelley Siedlecki ’70 • 

Claire Bourcier Simpson ’71 • 

Drew Sinclair  

Jack Sitzman  

Marta Smith •  

Alexander Smith ’19G  

Mikayla Smith  

Natalie Smith  

Micheline Sonia  

Mark Spinney  

Carl St. Paul ’21  

Nick Stagias  

D. Lyn MacDonald Stevens ’75 

Michael Stevens •H  

Liam Stone ’21  

Daniel Stout ’19, ’21G  

Donna Sullivan ’84G •  

Kerri-Anne Flynn Sulminski ’95 • 

Lisa Summer •H  

Caryl Svendsen-Deiches 

Susan Swedis •H  

Mark Sweeney ’98 • 

Martha Zak Swift ’58 • 

Penelope McGraw Sykes ’69 • 

Joanne Szlyk ’76  

Patricia Reilly Tamulis ’69 • 

Olivia Tarleton •  

Patrick Teixeira  

Irene Tobias ’19G  

Brian Trefry  

Cheryl Eckland Trimby ’85 • 

Doris Troy •  

Nathan Trull  

Jordan Turner  

George Tyburski •  

UBS •  

Mary Ann Ulevich •H 

United Way of Central Massachusetts •
Michelle Usenia  

Dennis Vanasse ’94 •H 

Catie Verostick  

Matthew Waite  

Marybeth Walker ’88G  

Sean ’03 ’11G and Lauri Jones Walsh ’02 •
Anne Walsh ’84 •  

Mary Ellen Stoyko Walsh ’69 • 

Chajeh Warden  

Betty Ann Warner ’15 

Ryan Warren ’14 • 

David Warren ’10 ’13G •H

Dianne Farr Wawrzusin ’81 •
Caroline Yuoska Wilczynski ’80 • 

Lamar Wilkes  

Lisa Williams H  

Susan Wojtas •  

Deborah Wolley ’91  

Robert Wollner ’18G • 

Mary Carberry Wood ’70 •
Caleb Wu •  

Rose Young ’00 • 

Pauline Luneau Zaleska ’66 • 

Jillian Zeena  

Seth Zolda    

Margaret Enright Zytkiewicz ’63  

LEGACY SOCIETY

Danielle Abbott ’64 

Rosemary Lee Barat ’58  

Elizabeth Chickering ’74 

Thomas Connelly Jr. 

Walter Dzieniszewski

Ann Marie O’Sullivan Giambruno ’53  

Eric Gustafson ’04G 

Theresa Emmons Jackman ’73 ’78G •
Suzanne Chapdelaine Kelly ’59 

Bridget Leung-Rogala   

Mary Navaroli Madden ’68  

Gail Riordan McGrail 

Richard Radesky ’98G 

Rena Richard ’55 

Christine Parenteau Saulnier ’61 

Mary Doyle Stankus ’71 ’90G 

Maureen Grady Wilkinson ’90

IN MEMORY OF 

Richard Talbot

 Craig Blais

 Kelly Champagne

 Barbara Driscoll de Alvarado

 Peter and Judith Hersey

 Lisa LeBlanc

 Julia Livingstone

 Elzbieta Sobocinski Manos ’86 ’88G

 Nancy Ohman

 Lisa Summer

 Susan Swedis

 Brian Talbot

 Kathryn and Gary Tureski

 Mary Ann Ulevich

Elizabeth “Betty” Quinn ’65

 David Clune

 Maureen Logan Coghlin ’57

 Sharon Davenport

 Elizabeth Cronin George ’65

 Eugene and Anne Irwin

 Jane Lovett ’65

 Thomas and Carol McSweeney

 Kathleen Weldon Newcomer ’65

 Ann O’Connell ’65

 Mary Scott

Catherine Walker Toupin

 David Walker ’80G

Don & Ellen Ball

 Don and Kathy Ball

Dr. Claire Quintal ’52, H’98

 Sr. Rollande Quintal ’62

Helen Van Nieuwenhuyze

 Merrill and Dorothy Seney

Jeanne Gibbard ’66

 Graham Gibbard

Marguerite Clement

 Danielle Abbott ’64

Ralph A Parente, Jr.

 Paula Stoy Bafaro ’71

Ryan Scott LaChance

 Charlene Finnegan-LaChance ’96

Sr. Norma Gagnon, RGS

 Sr. Louise Lataille, SSAV ’65

IN HONOR OF

Andrew Klein

 Daniel Aramini

Joe Wilson

 Martha Krom Chiarchiaro ’78 ’85G

John Bermingham

 Pamela Cole ’85G

Jonathan & Meaghan Hardy-Lavoie

 Marsha Lavoie

Julia Ann Smith

 Marta Smith

Maureen Logan Coghlin ’57, Hon. ’16

 James Coghlin

 James Cosgrove, Esq.

My Family & the Class of 2021

 Rose Young ’00

Richard W Amsel IV

 Walter and Judith Lesiak

ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING  

“Why do I support the College? Anna Maria gave me a chance  

to earn a master’s degree in its new Occupational and Environmental 

Health & Safety program.” 

Richard Finnegan ’96G

Every effort has been made to recognize accurately all who have contributed to the Anna Maria College Annual Fund. All gifts 
received between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021 are included in this report.  From time to time we make errors in spelling or 
donor listings. Should you recognize any such mistake, please advise the Office of Institutional Advancement.



What difference will  

YOU make?
annamaria.edu/give

By supporting 
Anna Maria,
you help ensure our legacy.



STAY CONNECTED
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facebook.com/
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ANNA MARIA COLLEGE

50 SUNSET LANE

PAXTON, MA 01612

We’re so close to pulling back the curtain!

With the committed support of the entire Anna Maria community, we will 

raise our profile while demonstrating and celebrating the values that have 

defined the College for 75 years and counting. STAY TUNED!


